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Mufaq Al-Taey: Development History @

Thanks

The Iraqi Association
sincerely thanks the British
Museum for its contribution
and support for this special

issue of “Almuntada”, in
celebration of Iraqi
heritage.

We look forward to the
success of Babylon
Exhibition at the British
Museum
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Jews in Mesopotamia

Eli Timan

Babylonia, the cradle of
civilisation, was also the
birthplace of the Patriarch
Abraham, who left
Mesopotamia to the land
of Canaan. Conquest of
that land was followed
several centuries later by

12 Hebrew tribes
descended from
Abraham. After a short
period of a united
kingdom under King
David and his son
Solomon, a northern

kingdom was established
by 10 tribes, called Israel and a separate southern kingdom
called Judah (Yehuda). Israel was conquered by the
Assyrians in around 721B.C. and a vast number of its
population exiled to Mesopotamia. In 701B.C. the Assyrian
king, Sanherib (Sennacherib) attacked Lachish in southern
Judah. This campaign was vividly depicted in his palace and
you can see this massive depiction on 2 walls in a section at
the British Museum. In the annals of his 3rd campaign,
Senharib states that “I drove out of them 200,150 people”.
Allowing for exaggeration, a considerable number of captive
Jews (inhabitants of Judah) must have been taken to
Mesopotamia.

S Eeimmenis B e B e T eimEsc Fence

In 597B.C. Judah was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon, followed in 586 B.C. by his destruction of Jerusalem
and its Temple. It is said that some 50 thousand Jews were
exiled to Babylonia. Thus began 2,600 years of history of the
Jews of Mesopotamia (modern Iraq).

In captivity, the new exiles from Judah soon learned to adjust
to the new environment. In a fertile and prosperous land, they
enjoyed a freedom similar to the rest of the population. They
were considered ‘resident foreigners” and paid taxes
accordingly. They maintained their spirit with the support of
the Prophet Yeheskel whose tomb is in the village of Kifl on
the Euphrates River near the town of Hilla. He is venerated by
Jews and Muslims alike since he was mentioned in the
Qur’an as “Dhul Kifl”. Indeed all the prophets in the Bible are
venerated by Muslims and there are around 12 Jewish
shrines in Iraq looked after today by non-Jews. Shrines
include those of the famous Ezra the Scribe (Al-‘Uzair) near
the town of Amara on the Tigris River, Jonah (Yunis) in Nabi-
Yunis, a suburb of Mosul, Nahum in EI-Qosh, and Daniel in
Kirkuk.

The Jewish exiles soon prospered, engaging in agriculture,
the professions, commerce and trade, helped by their
brethren from earlier exiles. There is evidence that a Jewish
banking firm existed already and lasted for some hundred
years. We have to appreciate that the Assyrians had
developed by 1800 B.C. quite a sophisticated system of
banking for their commerce with various trading colonies in
Anatolia such as Kanesh. Caravans from Ashur to Kanesh
were financed by Assyrian families and partners and a
sophisticated system of Limited Companies with shareholders
was devised. Bills of exchange between headquarters in
Ashur and Assyrian agents in Kanesh were used for
payments to minimise the transportation of cash which was
mainly in silver currency. It is not surprising therefore that
there were Jewish banking firms in the 6th century B.C.

In 537 B.C. Babylon opened its gates to Cyrus the Persian
without a fight. Cyrus gave the nations in his empire
autonomy and the freedom to practice their religion; hence his
proclamation to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild its Temple. Few returned and built a simple temple, but
in 458 B.C. a large number returned with Ezra the Scribe and
later with Nehemiah who was given the governorship of
Jerusalem by Artaxerses |. Ezra and Nehemiah established

official rites and prayers and it is said that Ezra completed the
Torah scrolls and deposited them in the Temple. Jewish law,
both written and oral, would have been coloured extensively
by life in Mesopotamia.

The Persian Achaemanian era of Mesopotamia ended in 331
B.C. by Alexander the Great in a battle near Arbil in today’s
Kurdistan. There followed 2 centuries of Greek rule (331-
126B.C.) with their capital Seleucia, south of Baghdad, on the
opposite bank of the Tigris from Ctesiphon, the later Parthian
and Sassanian capital in Mesopotamia (today only the ruins of
the palace of Taq Kusra at Salman Pak village remains). The
Parthians ruled to 227 A.D. and the Sassanians to 636 A.D.
the year they were defeated by the Arab.

Thoughout this period (720 B.C. to 636 A.D.), the Babylonian
Jews spoke Aramaic. It was the main language spoken in
Mesopotamia and was the official language of the Persian
Empire

Babylon was a great centre of commerce, industry, trade and
finance. Babylonian trade routes took the Jews to every
corner of the known world, making them men of commerce
and international trade. However the most common
occupation was agriculture. A few of them had large tracts of
agricultural land which they parcelled out among others by
lease or by rent. A considerable proportion were farmhands
who worked for a daily wage and endured great hardships as
they toiled to convey the waters from the canals to the
irrigation ditches or strove to keep them from overflowing.
Craftsmen were a happier lot and worked as bakers and
brewers, weavers, dyers, and tailors; shipbuilders and
woodcutters, blacksmiths, tanners, fishermen, sailors and
porters. There were princes of commerce who exported wine,
wool and flax, and imported silk, iron and precious stones;
these rich merchants led a life of luxury amid a retinue of
slaves and menials. In urban centres, a significant class of
Jews engaged in manual labour, hiring themselves out by the
day or week as masons, carpenters, potters, tailors, weavers
and others.

In around 218 B.C., a religious academy was founded in Sura
by the Euphrates. An earlier academy had already been
established at Neherdea on the Euphrates at the junction of
the Royal canal which connected the Euphrates to the Tigris
at Seleucia and Ctesiphon. A third academy was founded
some decades later at Pumbeditha, north of Neherdea, and it
was followed by that at Mahoza on the Tigris, and others. In
these academies, written and codified oral laws were studied
and interpreted. Centuries of interpretations, arguments,
teachings, with topics including ethics, history and legend as
well as law, resulted in the production of the Babylonian
Talmud. Its codification began in Sura circa 367 C.E. and was
completed circa 500 C.E. No other book has played so
important a role in the history of the Jewish people as The
Talmud. It served the Jewish Diasporas for generations, right
down to our present day. It also serves as a reliable historical
source on family and business life in that period. It was in
Babylonia rather than Jerusalem that the Jewish religion was
preserved and codified.

Judaism was present and influenced every aspect of the life
of Babylonian Jews and that made them a distinct faith group.
Education was greatly emphasised by the rabbis, and the
communities developed a comprehensive and efficient school
system.

Another feature of Jewish life which was to flourish and fully
develop was the Synagogue. The Synagogue (Greek for
“assembly”) was a gathering of the people to advance their
communal and spiritual interests. It could be held in any
convenient place in the midst of the local community. Portions
of the Torah (Mosaic Law) were read there every week. The
Synagogue was the centre of worship, of teaching and
instruction for its local Jewish community. With no temple
worship, the model of the Synagogue was instrumental in the
spread of the concept of monotheism and later the rapid
spread of the two universal religions of Christianity and Islam,
with worship in church and mosque respectively.

You can read a follow-up article in the next issue of the Muntada.

Al-Kifl Shrine
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1. The article combines extracts from various sources, mainly
“The Jews of Baghdad” by Nissim Rejwan, London 1985 and
“The story of an exile” by Nir Shohet, Tel-Aviv 1982.

2. The author is currently engaged in a project to preserve the
spoken dialect of Iraqgi Jews.
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Babylon in
Western Art

John Martin (July 19, 1789 — February 17, 1854)
Tower of Babel

Martin Heemskerck (1498 - October 1, 1574)
Hanging Gardens of Babylon

Pieter Brueghel (c. 1525 — September 9, 1569)
Tower of Babel - 1563

Charles Le Brun
Alexander in Babylon - 1665
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The British
Institute for the
Study of Iraq

http://www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/irag/

Dr Eleanor Robson, BISI Vice-Chairman

The British Institute for the Study of Iraq (Gertrude Bell
Memorial) sounds like a very grand and formal
organization. Perhaps in some ways it is. It has offices at
the imposing British Academy in London, and an
impressive history going back nearly 80 years. But BISI
(pronounced ‘busy’) is really just a group of hard-working
people who care about Iraq and want to help people
understand it better.

The British School of Archaeology in Iraq, as it used to be
known, was founded in memory of the archaeologist and
stateswoman Gertrude Bell in 1932. Its formal aims are to
advance research and public education relating to Iraq
and its neighbours, in the humanities and social sciences.
But what does that mean in practice? How does it run?
And how can you get involved

BISI recently helped the Iraqi archaeologist
Abbas al-Husseiny to work in the UK. He
spent nearly a year as a visiting scholar at
University College London, where he wrote
about his excavations and helped BISI to
promote its activities. Photo with BISI
Council members

RESEARCH

BISI funds about ten small-scale research projects or
conferences every year. Recently BISI has helped to
support:

+ an archaeological dig in northeast Syria, near the Iraqi
border, which investigates city living and warfare at the

* a series of conferences on the history of Christianity in
Iraq;

* a pilot study for an online database about Samarra, the
great ninth-century capital of the ‘Abbasid empire, a few
miles north of Baghdad;

+ a conference on dispossession and displacement in the
contemporary Middle East, including many papers on the
plight of Iraqi refugees.

PUBLICATIONS

BISI has a very active publication programme. Recent
books include

* Nicholas Postgate (ed.), Languages of Irag, Ancient and
Modern, 2007

» Harriet Crawford (ed.), Regime Change in the Ancient
Near East and Egypt: From Sargon of Agade to Saddam
Hussein (Proceedings of the British Academy No. 126),
2007

All BISI books are available from Oxbow books
(http://www.oxbowbooks.com).

BISI's academic journal, IRAQ, has an outstanding
international reputation for publishing high-quality studies
of ancient and pre-modern Iraq and its neighbours. Back-
issues of IRAQ are available on JSTOR, the not-for-profit
scholarly journal archive (http://www.jstor.org/). BISI also
offers its members a reduced subscription to the
International Journal of Contemporary Iraqi Studies. IJCIS
is not a BISI publication but is sponsored by the
International Association of Contemporary Iraqi Studies.
WORKSHOPS, TALKS, AND STUDY DAYS

BISI puts on a wide range of very popular educational
activities, often in conjunction with UK universities, to
share the latest research on the languages, history, and
culture of Iraq with the widest possible audience.
SUPPORTING IRAQI SCHOLARS

BISI offers two or three scholarships each year to Iraqi
scholars whose work relates to the study of Iraq. They
may work in the fields of archaeology, ancient languages,
museum and heritage studies, or other areas of the
humanities and social sciences. The scholarships allow
the holder to spend up to three months in the UK to
undertake a specific research or training project and to
build relations with UK colleagues, working with a mentor
arranged by BISI.

FUNDING AND ORGANIZATION

BISI is a not-for-profit, non-political organization and is a
registered UK charity (no. 219948). It is governed by a

13

Council, elected annually by its 450 members. BISI has
offices in the British Academy’s building in London, and
works closely with other Academy-sponsored Institutes on
research and conferences. Its income mostly comes from
membership subscriptions, donations, and interest from its
carefully managed investments.

MEMBERSHIP

Anyone can join BISI. Membership costs just £20 a year,
or only £15 if you are a student. All members get the
following benefits each year:

* two BISI Newsletters;

* special subscription rates for Iraq and 1JCIS;

» 20% discount on other BISI books and publications;
 invitations to three BISI lectures and receptions in
London (without fees);

* invitations to BISI special events and study days (fees
may apply);

* BISI Annual Report and Accounts;

« full voting rights at the BISI AGM in person or by postal
ballot.

At a recent workshop at
Holburn Community Centre,
sponsored by BISI and
Birkbeck College, participants
learned how to make clay
tablets and inscribe them with
ancient cuneiform writing.
Photo by Caroline Lister.

Fooh (puodgsd) polidl upisd 41 sl

JOINING IN

You can download a membership form from the website,
or request one from the address below. You can also
come to BISI events, or make donations to BISI, without
becoming a member. There’s a huge amount of
information about BISI and its activities on the website.
You are also welcome to contact us by phone, letter or
email:

British Institute for the Study of Iraq,

10 Carlton House Terrace,

London SW1Y 5AH.

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7969 5274

Fax: +44 (0)20 7969 5401

Email: bisi@britac.ac.uk.

Website: http://www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/iraq/

The BISI’'s elegant new logo was designed by Taha Al-Hiti.

dawn of history, nearly six thousand years ago;

A 3,500 Years Old
Babylonian
Computer?

Richard J. Dumbrill

International Conference of near

L . The tablet as it is today (With kind
Easten Archaeomusicoiogy “www.iconea.org”

permission of University of Philadelphia)

Recently, a cuneiform tablet which had been acquired by the University Museum in
Philadelphia at the end of the 19th century, attracted the attention of scholars after many
years of neglect. Some thought that the text was about astronomy, others safely said they
did not know what it was about, but after a Flemish scholar brought my attention to it, |
realised that it was about music theory.

It is difficult to say where the text came from and how old it is because it was a dealer of
antiquities who sold it to the Museum. Dealers sell objects but they are not reliable
experts on the origins of what they sell. When an object is not discovered by
archaeologists in a specific site, and when it is not found with other objects which help
dating it, locating and dating is almost impossible.

However, we can say that the text is Babylonian because this is the language with which
the few words on it were written. As for the date some argue that it is from the early
second millennium BC. | think that it is about 3500 years old. This is based on the
mathematical values of the graphics. Therefore and until we learn more from it, this is
about all we can say about its dating and provenance.

We know that the text is about music theory because there are inscriptions at the side of
each of the seven points of the star. These inscriptions are the names of seven of the
strings of a musical instrument:

1 qudmu first string of the front

2 samushum second string of the front
3 [xxxxxxx] [third thin string]

4 ea banu fourth small string made by Ea

5 khanshu fifth string

6 rebi ukhri fourth string of behind

7 shalshu xxx third string of behind

Additionally, the seven points of the star have numbers. They run clock-wise, from the top
and have numbers 1-2-3-4-5-6-7 respectively, so not only do each of the points of the
seven pointed star have a name but also they have a number.

Just under the twice encircled heptagram, there are tables with a header. The header is
very difficult to read. Many scholars have tried but the script is very damaged and keeps
its secret. Just under the header there are some columns with numbers in them and
column 2, illustrated below between the graphics explains how the star was drawn.

They started with number 2 from which they drew a line to point 6; from point 6 they drew
a line to point 3; from 3 to 7; from 7 to 4 and so on. So this column indicates how the star
was drawn. But it tells

us much more. If we take each of the names of the strings and associate them with the
numbers written on the star, then qudmu is 1; samushum is 2, etc. Now we know that the
Babylonians sang their scales starting form the top note, down to the bass. Therefore we
can say that qudmu was the uppermost note,

and that number 2 followed and that finally, number 7 which goes with shalshu xxxx was
the lowest note. But what is remarkable is that the numbers in column 2 indicate how to
tune a musical instrument to a system of seven sounds which we call the heptatonic
scale, very similar to our own modern system. In fact most instruments, even today, are
based on this system which we call the tuning by alternation of fifths and fourths. Why the
fifths and fourth? Simply because these are the most recognisable of all musical intervals
and this is why they are used for tuning. For a long time we believed that it was
Pythagoras who had invented this tuning method and for that reason we called it the
Pythagorean tuning. But now we can say that it was invented in Babylon about a
thousand years before Pythagoras was born. So, we should call it the Babylonian tuning
system.

- |
t

i

:“:'a

'y |

= 4

Diagram of the star, second column, photograph of the star

But there is more to it and this is where the term computer appears. A heptagram is a
figure which is geometrically constructed the same way as the star in the tablet. This
heptagram which is placed within 2 circles suggests that the inner circle rotated on top of
the larger one. Therefore the diagram that we have is a computer. The purpose of this
computer was to transpose the numbers onto the names of the strings. It placed the
starting note of seven distinct musical modes: the mode starting with note 1, the mode
starting with note 2, and so on. Of course, each of the modes is different from the others
because in a musical scale there are semitones which occupy different places depending
on the note with which you start the scale. Therefore the seven modes which are
calculated with the computer, predate the modes which were also called Pythagorean
modes, also by over a thousand years. So what did Pythagoras really discover? Not
much in the light of the discovery of this Babylonian computer. However, it is us, Eastern
or Western modern scholars who called it the Pythagorean system as neither Pythagoras,
nor any of his contemporaries called it the Pythagorean system. But we know from
ancient texts that the Greek master spent some time in the Middle East.
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Dr John Curtis,
Keeper of the
department of the
Middle East

From the grim days of April 2003, when the Iraqg Museum
in Baghdad was looted, the British Museum has been
trying to monitor the situation with cultural heritage in Irag.
A number of staff have been involved. Director Neil
MacGregor was a member of the first UNESCO mission
to Iraq, curator Sarah Collins worked with the Coalition
Provisional Authority in Baghdad for three months in the
summer of 2003, and | myself have been out to Iraq six
times since the invasion. It would be gratifying if a positive
report could be provided about the Iraqi cultural heritage
but, alas, this is not possible. Both museums and
archaeological sites have suffered grievously during the
last five years. Immediately after the invasion of Baghdad,
in the days of 10-11 April, thieves and vandals took
advantage of the complete lack of security and ran amok
in the Irag Museum, with disastrous consequences.
Before the war the public galleries had been mostly
emptied of antiquities, in order to protect them, but some
important objects had been left behind, either through
oversight or because they were too difficult to move.
About forty of these iconic objects were stolen, of which
just over half have now been recovered. The most
famous object still missing is an 8th-century bc ivory
plaque from Nimrud, showing a lioness mauling an
African. The storeroom containing objects from the
galleries was thankfully not breached, but other
storerooms were broken into and ransacked. It is
estimated that about 16,000 objects were stolen,
including the Irag Museum_s priceless collection of
cylinder seals. About half of these objects have now been
recovered but unfortunately not the cylinder seals. Exactly
the same thing, at the same time, happened in the
museum in Mosul, Iraq_s second city, as verified in June
2003 by a team from the British Museum that included
conservator Ken Uprichard, scientist Birthe Christensen
and curator Dominique Collon.

Another serious problem has been the looting of
archaeological sites. It is known that some archaeological
sites in the area to the south of Baghdad have been badly
looted, and published aerial and satellite photographs
show sites riddled with pits resulting from illegal digging.
One of the worst affected sites has been the Old
Babylonian site of Isin. A further major problem has been
the military occupation of archaeological sites. The
ancient city of Babylon was scandalously turned into a
coalition military camp, and Ur was incorporated in the
Tallil Airbase compound.

Reports on visits to both these sites are posted on the
British Museum website, but it has been difficult to visit
other sites because of the dangerous security situation. It
was therefore very gratifying when at the time of Major-
General Barney White-Spunner_s appointment as
Commanding Officer of the Multi-National Division South-
East, he expressed an interest in helping to facilitate visits
to archaeological sites in the four southern provinces
originally occupied by the British army. No western
archaeologists had visited most of the sites since 2003
and it was clearly very important to have up-to-date and
authoritative information about their condition.

The BM team that was put together for this project
consisted of curator Paul Collins and myself, plus
Elizabeth Stone from Stony Brook University in New York,
an expert in satellite photographs, and Margarete Van
Ess, the Director of the German excavations at Warka.
We were in the field from 1 to 10 June, and were
accommodated either at Basra Airbase or at Tallil Airbase.
For the site assessments we were joined by three Iraqi
colleagues - Qais Hussein Raheed, Abdulamir Hamdani,
and Mehsin Ali.

Because of the lack of security in Iraq it is still not safe to
travel around by road, even with a military escort, so we
visited the sites by Merlin helicopter, taking care not to
land too close to the sites and thus cause additional
damage. Travel by helicopter had the added advantage of
making it possible to fly around the sites and take
photographs from the air. Our assessments were
conducted over three days, but because of the great heat
in Southern Iraq in June (nearly 500 C) we tried to work
between first light (4.30 am) and mid-morning. Following
consultation with the Iraqi side, our intention was to visit
eight important sites that were within easy helicopter
reach of Basra or Tallil, and this we managed to do with
the assistance of Major Hugo Clarke who put the project
together in Iraq.

Surprisingly we found a very mixed picture at the eight
sites. First, it was a relief to find that Warka (ancient Uruk,
Biblical Erech), often regarded as the world_s first major
city, was in relatively good condition. The site has been
excavated by a German mission since 1912, and the dig-
house and its contents were very much as they had been
left by the Germans before the war, the only apparent
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damage having been caused by termites. This pleasing
state of affairs is partly due to the fact that the Germans
have continued to pay the site guard since 2003. The
situation at Ur of the Chaldees, excavated by Sir Leonard
Woolley between 1922 and 1934, is completely different. |
had visited the site twice before and already knew that it
was within the perimeter fence of the coalition airbase at
Tallil, rendering it difficult if not impossible for Iraqis to visit
the site. At the same time coalition troops could until
recently wander around the site at will, and some damage
has inadvertently been caused in this way. At the small
site of Tell al-Ubaid near Ur, H.R. Hall found in 1919
copper lions and a copper panel showing the lion-headed
eagle Imdugud, which are now on show in the
Mesopotamia gallery in the British Museum. Here there
was no evidence of looting but the site had been used by
the Iragi army as a command post in early 2003 and
earthworks on the mound were testimony to their
presence at that time.

Similar evidence of Iraqi military activity was found at Tell
el-Lahm (ancient Kissiga), but here there were also
discarded wrappers from American food rations showing
that the mound had been occupied (however briefly) by
coalition forces. There were many pits at this site dug by
looters who had apparently been attracted by the
presence of ancient graves fairly close to the surface. We
thought at first that these holes might be quite recent, but
close comparison with the military trenches presumed to
have been dug in or before 2003 showed they were
probably of about the same date. At the remote Sumerian
site of Eridu there were no signs of looting, and it was
gratifying to find that a watchtower had been erected here
at the end of 2003 with Italian financial assistance. There
was a similar watchtower at Larsa, occupied at the time of
our visit by a nest with a baby hawk inside it.

Although Larsa is known to have been extensively looted
in 2003, there were no signs of recent looting. The same
situation was encountered at the small prehistoric site of
Tell el-Oueli, close to Larsa. Lastly, the team was able to
visit Lagash, one of the largest mounds in the Ancient
Near East, excavated by an American expedition from
1968 onwards. There was a small amount of looting in
2003, but since then the site has been jealously guarded
by a powerful local tribe.

Overall, we found that guards were present at three sites,
and SPF (Special Protection Force) police came to a
fourth. At four further sites there was no sign of guards,
but in spite of this it does not appear that there has been
significant looting at any of the eight sites since 2003.
This seems to be good news, but it would to wrong to
infer too much from this. We were not able to visit sites
further north that are known to have been badly looted
following the coalition invasion, and the situation at these
sites might well be much worse. Further assessments are
urgently needed.
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Writing & Language in Ancient Iraq

Dr. Irving Finkel and Dr. Michael Seymour

No-one today would ever think of using clay as a writing material. In ancient Iraq, however, more than five
thousand years ago, the very first attempts at writing were made on clay from the river banks, the signs being
drawn on or impressed into the surface, and after that things never changed. It was usually good quality
clay, free of imperfections, and once dried in the sun was hard enough to handle safely. Although no-one at
the time could have known, tablets of clay would last in the ground for thousands of years. Archaeologists
have found them in great number, and from them we have been able to learn a very great deal about life
between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers.

Examples of cuneiform writing

This writing began quite simply, using pictures to represent objects. Quite soon the realistic drawings
became stylised and angular. They came to be made up of wedge-shaped impressions, put together in
different arrangements, which is why this ancient writing is called cuneiform, Latin for ‘wedge-shaped.’
On top of that, someone in ancient Mesopotamia had the idea that these various wedge-signs might be used
to express sounds as well as ideas. Once this happened, and it was in about 3000 BC, it became possible to
record speech properly. This was real writing, and it was used in ancient Iraq to write two languages: the
older, Sumerian, the younger Babylonian.
Sumerian is a peculiar tongue; as well as being the oldest known world language it has no modern relatives
at all. This means that inscriptions in Sumerian can still be difficult to understand. Babylonian is quite
different; it is a Semitic language, and therefore related to modern Arabic and Hebrew (as well as Aramaic,
Syriac and Ethiopic). Many words in ancient Babylonian will be recognisable to speakers of such languages
today.

Ancient Babylonian Modern Arabic Modern Hebrew

‘house’ b_tu bayt bayyit
‘brother’ ahu akh akh
‘sister’ ahatu ukht akhat

Sometimes these words are common stock among the Semitic languages, and sometimes they are borrowed
from one language into another. A good example is the word for camel:
‘camel’ gammalu Jamal gamal
This is from the beginning of a Babylonian letter from a young man to a young woman:

atti ashshum_ja lu shalm_ti an_ku ashshum_ki lu shulm_ku

“You be well, for my sake, and | will be well for your sake”

These two languages, Sumerian and Babylonian, flourished side by side. Young scribes at school had to
study both, which were written with the same cuneiform signs. Gradually, however, Sumerian began to
disappear as a spoken language, but because so much religious and other literature exited in that language,
it was carefully preserved in schools and temples. After a while the best scribes added Babylonian
translations to each line of the old texts, so that people could still understand them. These ‘bilingual’ writings
have been exceedingly helpful to modern scholars who have worked on deciphering and translating
Sumerian. In the same way, ancient dictionaries of Sumerian and Babylonian words made by the scribes
have been as useful to investigators today as they were in the second and first millennia BC.
The British Museum’s new Babylon: Myth and Reality exhibition puts some of our most famous tablets on
display and explores the stories they have to tell. In the British Museum collection we have about 120,000
cuneiform documents altogether: all sizes, all subjects, many still waiting patiently in their boxes to be read.
What we need is more people to learn cuneiform, to come and help us translate them all!

The West Gives Iraqi Artists,
the Concealed Gift of Our Society, a Voice

the way for tolerance and peace.

Up until my first book was released in 2004, | was not
aware of the diverse Iraqi artists who were part of our
community. | had mainly dealt with western authors,

Weam Namou editors, publishers and filmmakers. Yet little by little, |

weamn@hotmail.com

Novelist, Filmmaker &
President of Iraqi Artists
Association
www.lraqgiArtists.org

The West seeks to lead lIraqis towards civilization.
Ironically, civilization itself was born in ancient
Mesopotamia, now called Iraq, over 7300 years ago. It
is in Mesopotamia, ancient Iraq, that writing, literature,
math, medicine, astronomy, engineering, art and
science were invented. The first school, law and order,
democracy, parliament, separation of church and state,
map of the world and the idea of dividing time and
space into a multiple of 60’s started in this historic land.
Abraham, the forefather of the “Abrahamic Religions,”
was from Ur of the Chaldeans in Babylonia. Gn. 15:7
Today, Mesopotamia, the Biblical Garden of Eden, is a
flat desert — thanks to inflation, overuse of agricultural
land, and invasions. The past is a warning of how our
current civilization could destroy the environment of the
future. How can we prevent further catastrophe? By
viewing the East’s vision as a counterpoint to that of the
West.

Artists, through the universal language of art, have an
important role to play in our future. They help bring
about further awareness of their culture and encourage
a better understanding among people from all around
the world, paving

was introduced to a wonderful group of creative and
intellectual men and women of Iraqi descent. Their work
inspired me and others to start IAA (lragi Artists
Association), a non-profit organization established in
the U.S. Our vision was to affiliate with these artists,
and of finding ways for the rest of the world to enjoy
viewing or reading their magnificent work.

We, similarly to the Iraqi Association of the U.K., want to
broaden an appreciation for Iraq’s rich history and
culture, and thus, foster understanding between the
East and the West. With so many social, political and
religious issues regarding Iraq and Iragis happening on
a daily basis, it has become absolutely essential to
address a neglected though highly compelling part of
that world — art and education.

Irag once was a modern society, with well-developed
infrastructure and health and education systems. About
4 million Iragis now live abroad, and as many as 50,000
join them every month, according to UN figures.

The symbols of Irag’s intellectual heritage - its
bookstores, libraries, museums and archeological sites
— have been plundered and burned. Attendance of
Iragq’s schools and universities has plummeted as
campuses have become battleground between the
religious fanatics and militants.

[From an article sent to Almuntada to be printed in future issue]
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ZIPANG
Mesopotamian

Fran Hazelton*

The Babylon exhibition and programme of
events at the British Museum includes a
ZIPANG oral storytelling performance of the
Babylon creation myth known as Enuma
elish... These two words mean When on
high... in Akkadian. Akkadian was the
original semitic language which developed
into Hebrew and Arabic. Three thousand
years ago there were two main Akkadian
dialects. Assyrian was spoken and written
in northern Mesopotamia, in Assyria. Babylonian was spoken and
written in southern Mesopotamia, in Babylonia.

Enuma elish... is a long narrative poem which can be read as the
manifesto for Babylonian nationalism. Some modern scholars see
it as a myth to explain and justify brutal dictatorship. They argue
that the story of Enuma elish... serves as a metaphor for the
evolution of Mesopotamian political institutions. These began as
local assemblies of elders and became an absolute monarchy in
which the king claimed the god-given right to rule as a supreme
leader. Other scholars argue that the triumph of the god Marduk in
Enuma elish... is an early form of monotheistic religion.

Enuma elish... can also be seen as the myth which records the
social and political developments described by Frederick Engels as
“the historic defeat of women”. Mesopotamian mythology that is
older than Enuma elish... was written in the Sumerian language as
well as in Akkadian. It was full of female characters such as the
goddess of love and fertility

Inana, the goddess of beer Ninkasi, and the goddess of writing
Nisaba. During the three thousand years of Mesopotamian
civilisation the female characters were edited out of the myths.
Surviving legal and economic texts show that women in the real
world, like goddesses in the mythology, also had powers and
responsibilities in ancient Sumer which they later lost.

In Enuma elish... the god Marduk Kills his great-great-great-
grandmother Tiamat — the mighty ocean mother of everything — on
behalf of the other gods. From Tiamat's dead body Marduk creates
heaven and earth. The other gods make thousands of bricks and
build Babylon as Marduk’s city on earth. Marduk then creates
human beings to free the gods from ever having to work again.
Human beings are created from clay mixed with the blood of
Kwingoo. He was the rebellious god who had been chosen by
Tiamat to possess the Tablet of Destiny and control the world.
According to Enuma elish... Marduk, the god of Babylon, is the
supreme god and all human beings are descended from Kwingoo,
the rebellious god.

*Fran Hazelton will give a ZIPANG Mesopotamian oral storytelling
performance of Enuma elish... at the British Museum on Thursday

5th March 2009, at 6.30 pm in the B.P. lecture theatre, with Iraqi
musicians Tara Jaff (harpist) and Khyam Allawi (oud-player). The
storytelling will be introduced by a short talk from Dr Irving Finkel, a
world expert on cuneiform tablets from ancient Mesopotamia.

Fran is a former campaigner for human rights in Irag. She studied
Mesopotamian mythology with Dr Andrew George, Professor of
Babylonian at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies). She
then created the ZIPANG Mesopotamian storytelling performance
group and project. The ZIPANG Mesopotamian storytelling project
was launched in 1997 with a re-telling of the Epic of Gilgamesh at
the Kufa Gallery in Bayswater. Fran is the author of Stories from
ancient Iraq and the chairperson of the Enheduanna Society, a
registered educational charity dedicated to popularising the
literature of ancient Iraq through the art of oral storytelling.

ZIPANG is the Sumerian word for “breath” and ZIPANG
Mesopotamian storytellers breathe new life into the long-dead
narrative texts of ancient Irag. Enheduanna, the daughter of King
Sargon of Akkad, lived in the city of Ur 4300 years ago. She is the
world’s first named poet. http://www.zipang.org.uk

Al-Muatada - Issue No. 96 November 2008



18

IINT e oA (atdgd) o LES Gy putind 41 damdf

Al W1 - i yo gull bl e Silao]

el adse Al il e golew S
LS (3 Basase puSiall Lol o) faa
Ju3 ! (el Ju31700 Jisa) ol ses
T oy Lee ¢ L all 0 ST (58 b
O¥ Lpbidl Tsady ol o G el )
wedeal les Lails e 03 8,5S0all 7150

La< C|JJ|-~ ) ‘Qmﬁamw- %)
'Lg_m‘);ui”

e Loslall slae¥l & oyiie Jlaall 3edls
s Lo 3 pslalls oleslll i, e Al
Ll st i ol

T [ oAt [ okr [~ war [ &7
M| I | o | 4T | < 77
PP o ATT| o] o ST T |
V| AP AP T ET
| A | =AW - ST &
AR R A A
B | aF | T LT &
F oW T W LT
LR IS G AR L -
HEE HET & & &
oSV andl e Lol Laale LWL cals

T bl Lulls Lasiazs ¢ (¥ SLLY)
Cigealaally alladl o¥3a (o o Lgd Luad jull
23 O 3,8V G 5ell (S5 a88 (et )
3570 Lw uyseliad aly ¢ b 8 v e
OsbIdl a3 (ol a3 500 Lw L3555 0
bl@gﬁ\glwm&gmglw
s Al ALY oag) LB ) L) ALY
(14243 =6 ) Lt Lislos Lelal e £ same
Sl als caye g pane ki S8 41 LS

Syl U35 o) s 13a € sl ases g saedl
o ¥ el Bl alll o (S B g 0
o G @3 cnil e 2Bl 5 s () 3
Gaendl asill 58 clucdly) ! daaiall GIA dilee
Ll o LLantiond (s Lo cuvcall ZaKS 43
Lo ( Laghain ai3s ¥ il alll ol aiias
SIS Lo Ty el OIS Lile
Lose al oo ¥l o3a o JSI | glans sadlly Guaddls
) Lonite Lnall agilia ciavial elliyg 3abaall
g abol sae allall e a8, ! olasw
Sl wsgall (el Jan a3 (e as I
6l T 03,0 — g3 g el il —
i Lsie s 5asSY] (pe sl iy 53
Y TNy PR SFUDI RUSITRNY! K NG SIS DN
(8 3sY1 ST) Guolead) wLal et agiiolal
o ¢ ool LAl 51l o) 15as 3Tyl
Ll 122 5 3 ¢ 65,08 hasd o sl
L5yt Ol e lolasl b;;(i)um;sﬂ
o oSl (gomgdh 23 G sl i
(el laS) s _J\m,m

Saiialls galall | aall alis

aEfess A b
11y ok | i Thi
ey pEOETER| i ERIEE

o b pholn ool ad il a8,y
Lo s aam oy lias « Liew 3,00 Gl Bam
a3, Tpaaty al13kal s Jlseadl sa cadll by
353s3all aleaall (3 Lloa o aal ol agne 13
Le il o)) a3 Lanls syl oKy !t (sal
‘&‘J—‘u:‘-” ellall QMJQL.AJAJDS‘;&‘JL}

LAY Yl b elld i« Lad
bl e G sl say ol jlaadl o)l
Il ¥ S alladls Lol s« als ¥l lusl
OlS ol Baal Jlw Jgb . sy Lo Janions

syl dnioll 34,0

Euaad gyl

ol Caanally 1,5e¥) 1963 ale 5a
ale ap JalSIL Tiain T3S (gl ol
slbyhi ol desball L3SH 2Ll Juas 1973
Ciatiall fye 3 i) elashaially de salaall S
LSl ot duladl (8 IS Sl )
Ll ellae B esall 18 (S Sagantl Lol ol

ST T slaY 5 el Gl Lala o
JB oo wis ol 3,58 3ol skl e sac
b ool puial) Gaate 1 212 5891 ole sanal)
s 0 Olawysl (3 Us¥) omnane bl a3y JLulSy
bt Lapn 8l LU 3 S (Gusla (aS5158) SSLa
LSy cbiranala (3 355 2l G il S
Ciaias galall Gaatiall o JS IS Taa 3 B o
lirneal) 5,55 ST Ll s ey Ly
Sy ey S ol (gslel sl s
soulley ¢ Laiadl Le).c. Basaa aclbaliasigsial
o2l

1 Ll 2l ALY Sl JEY g
JoolS sl ol ol S il 3 Bapanl L)
o ot i 1384y Cantall ‘J.n.w‘z! L:,JBJI cLadll
Syl Il UVt Lua b mniily o, oS o S
158 e s 5 558 2,S (53 2000 ale ulsl
o dusaa ol ,udle S Glal laa Liaadss
o elins Lt 51,30 del8 wuns a3 Lot pellass
E2b 8 80 ds¥s0 oo ol olaglaall 55,0
DI e Cintall sue el ¥hian ypukas ciaiall
oY) Gl gsis

e 10250 45,45 2003 ale caasall Jinals
Lty el alal Bpan el £ L s
a3lall sl Shall i ginall a5 oShy 53 23
J_‘a.c:u_lijJJJ .ﬁJLaJlJ_.s.:BJLa_‘JbM‘ a‘a..?
il alailly BLASEA puliall jamall e | 5¥)
aals o513 aa ccaniall 1y (LagIVA (o caaiall als
OIS yemad Ladiall ol ylaiyl e

)

el el g yall 138 rranus ASLa1 2331 )
lshiey LS, gandall oIl BT ol 5o (n (ysls
s A &) :9‘_&1\9_‘-20-’&"’&5—““[—"01
£ 1oty ologlaiall 1la de yane ol Lisiidilanl)
1700 ale 231 1 Wiy 55n
Jal e goiash ki 8 aly e ulead) 0,8 00
3)‘._!‘ J}iu-‘-*—’J 1756 ?LQ‘SJAJQLC}AAAJILAA
1759. ‘..Lc,u/@w sl

sbaasll olaas) 8 aatial) slbidae saclas
L1l £3€a1, 1757 ple SBI ¢ psa llall ¢ 455
1807 ale ¢ Lus¥ 33aY) aaill sle ganal 3l y3all
A&__U..A_AJI\,LS.“MMSJI_;L.A;_JI s L5 ulle

J‘)JQ—AJ‘ \_JLCM‘ dac AJ‘JA‘LQA‘}A.\ 9[.\.4)”))3\9
_\;\.\AJLLAPLU wucbyﬁa).\jed:\‘fdlbgb
i€ U Lo 30 aleall s e il s LK
eyadl sas (s 50¥ A JLaST oy Sl il ania
Js¥)

CL\.&}A‘:\_‘A.@_I(S)AJ 1827 “.\LCQAJ.AAJI LL\.\”QA
UﬁJJC‘H& LSJ.LJ_A.UJ_ASIJ 1852“;&&‘5‘_&
1857 Lt.a),l.\.\.umjla;‘_)ﬂj“tcu L\.u.b.n.m.u

1860 ale alousi 2536 ) slusatll arus Jyas
Lol il s g5 Lol ol o g
sl Uiyl Cinty oy ,all Ciasll Gl ,alil,
= o ‘L;'CA':"—"‘"‘J LS‘L""‘@JI
U PN PU-NA | NN | PRUPRN
‘g)AAJmC;|)A| ;;LQM
LA' Uﬂ._ul:]‘ Ejml \_"JLC’W
s oS sl
1884 .Le Lol clat
ylsal ol slels caasialy
1914, ale gl

Adiaiiallg B

L Basage i€ S LN el oL 48500 5L3aL LL
ol lels a8 il B alally 5l Y 0o Lase
A s (A BusEnll COlS Hual das dae
LV bl o ) lae 150 aslay 7 pate polic
oo Yorls ST L W gl s ) iy 358
L, elasaaall o) Y1 5350 syl bl
Ll au85 Lae Lol 11 e Lol C3la ¥l
dgaa (e s padTids (pad calS AS a3 S8
crass dal oo slas¥l saal e Lo hdgad
osatiay (sSs dayadl Gudd 5 8,580 B 5o
a5 S Sl E) ola L) casaa ey S
onball dae S dbig

SLatl Lasls Jite b o (A Sl sa Log
LT 8101 (g celld HLla¥ g JIsiall Gults e
oo gikas I DL (LU oo Slasioe &8 Yiac!
Y S 3 Taall Jualpiall jpaall
Gollall 3 Gl dels o8 (i (Aasalls
Soemlae Jlacl (po desane ol odgll 3 Lol
03l 3 0,5y Bl e (a8l ye (ol Lol

ol sl Gyl e Y1 wasdl] 3 ki
s oY) Ladladl Coadl o (b pigal Enaall
Ll 53358 jouo Bacbeway elll Hlasl &3y - ol ) Liads
AW S Lewds e suat Ao aall Cala sl
fe Il Gyt i Lt 1ia o) Jlis
Blaall 1 Zalatly 6l 3hpalls Jold alsall o3l
iiieaall Jal Gy pasiill Y1 1ia e

Saballl sue (gar dan i

il aciall k] 2yl

s9lw Bl il

2848 Jadins 9 SIS 3 ) el

Jaee il yall il 5l s el (s
[ readsh d B piihy (S ol ndatll o g
Syshadl ol waad) L e SU Gyt
Laga® 31 yal ao alael ol L e g dially
oaa il GLASE Ly (Sas ypgan gyt )
oY Garaadl 138 il Laagll 30 Zail5)) Ll
osidll Cila 1 SEY1 ekt taa Lole Baa oS
530S 130 Lo it gundil oyg,50 301 Jloman Eran
Bl oo b oY 138 a0yl del ol Ciae 3
el (e 8,3 o a3 (g ,AT Ao Lpue
O a8 Lpaas claws] uu B cllyle jsally
LU T s iiall sl clld Gse Jal s
BYPRPS POV Y% ] JEN (I PRSI S DO
L) olagd Aoy olosuys Wa¥ daT 431,533
Al 5 olesanall aliel pan o ol

) i) Bpsall e iyl Lias 3 4 sdag
BU oS sia . bl g Llaall iliall GBS 55
ells alae o($all J3(605-562 B yums 3200
pSadl 5y Ll sael el g o sl oS
1 Bols Lol yial 0K oIS g3l adiall Gusigalls
Usplal) aSa 5,58 wagdyy  Jaladl Wb ol 25050
LIl LTI cLale 428 Lay Lieguisge ol Jsa3
Ll Y1 oy yeall 05300 Bolas (3 (g5alsS s, Bulils
el S as 3 Lol 30 Zadaall Lol
Lea¥l aaa b sua gl £l e agslilis)
LS Gl (58 Gselenm Bale (B asdl L, oS
ot Shall el o 85l Gkl 31 cplaglans
25 s (553 ran ey Sy Tl sl
el i 5 8 o aal Ly o il el 23
Sl e Libaiie 8 wlanunall ¢ utuu,,l Las
Llsas b (3 aabiall CSall Boplal 131, s
& Bl olaslll dls Cils I Led el e
Cegane b Slandl Caatall clfia Lo delall
ol yomd 3505 Galls (e Y1 pund T Y1 Lasll
e e &y ylacs il oslagd ue ellay Ciatall ol Yl
3l

peeelill R0 5 Ll LT Lale e 3015
o bl slasll s (o paall adan (e
s 40l AN s Eramy il o5
Sl g Lo e 5,080 3560 sia e g M3
b gom 3l Zaadl)

T Lasay il allaall cyralia (o T iy o

Al-Muntada -

Issue No. 96 November 2008



tl‘
GEX_
The British Museum’s

new exhibition:
Babylon: Myth and Reality

Dr. Irving Finkel and Dr. Michael Seymour

Work behind the scenes goes on apace at the British Museum
in preparation for the November opening of our new exhibition
Babylon: Myth and Reality. Our exhibition aims to bring ancient
Iraq’s greatest city to the widest possible audience, and to explore
the remarkable stories and legends that Babylon has inspired.
This exhibition will be unusual in that archaeology and art will
feature side by side, so that visitors might for a moment ask
themselves, am | in a museum or an art gallery? This has come
about because Babylon, like no other ancient city, has generated
a wealth of stories and images that in some cases still resonate
strongly today. So to demonstrate this we are exhibiting ancient
Babylonian objects from archaeological excavations together with
later prints, drawings and even oil paintings from some of the
world’s greatest collections.

This has been our chance to explore the real ancient city that
lies behind the Hanging Gardens and the Tower of Babel. This
was the Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar Il (605-562 BC), the
greatest king to rule Babylonia, who combined empire-building
with statesmanship, and great architecture with sincere respect
for Babylon’s lordly god, Marduk. His long reign saw Babylon
literally transformed, and it was the remains of his great
installations that were uncovered by German archaeologists led
by Robert Koldewey in the early twentieth-century.

Their discoveries allowed them to produce the life-size
reconstructions that can toady be seen in the Pergamon Museum
in Berlin. From these we are fortunately able to borrow some
magnificent coloured panels with marching lions that have never
been seen before in this country, while our museum model-maker
has produced a wonderful scale model of Babylon’s great
Processional Way and Ishtar Gate for display next to them in the
gallery. While the British Museum has little more than a handful
of Nebuchadnezzar’s glazed bricks in the permanent collection,
we do have (from nineteenth-century excavations) many
cuneiform tablets of this period. Some of these will be included
together with recorded translations, so that the visitor, inspecting
these curious documents, will be able to hear the ancient words
that they have preserved.

None of the great painters who depicted the Tower of Babel had
the advantage of knowing that the building did once really exist,
or of course, what it looked like. The tallest construction in
Nebuchadnezzar’s city was the ziggurat, a great, stepped temple-
tower surmounted by a shrine which served to link the
Babylonians with the gods above. Although we have little more
than the ground plan today, archaeological surveys and ancient
descriptions on clay tablets together give us a good idea of what it
once looked like, and again we here use a model based on the
latest research to make this clear. In the same room, by contrast,
the visitor will be able to see breathtaking canvases which show
how the Tower has lived on in the imagination of artists.

It is extraordinary how Babylon still lives on in the same way.
To show this the exhibition visitor will also see contemporary
Babylon-derived art works, as well as examples of the city’s
continuing presence in books, films and music. At the same time
a group of very up-to-date works by Iraq artists drawing on the
country’s ancient history will be displayed downstairs in our Addis
Gallery.

The final section of our new exhibition will address the modern
history of the site of Babylon, from the First World War to the
present day. This will be accomplished with the help of
photographic images with minimal descriptions which speak
eloquently for themselves. We hope that this conclusion will
remind all visitors of the painful recent history of Babylon and Iraq
itself and the need to safeguard this precious heritage for the
future.

Babylon: Myth and Reality runs from 13 November 2008 until
15 March 2009 at the British Museum.

The display of modern Iragi art will be on show in the British
Museum’s John Addis Gallery, date to be confirmed
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History of the British Museum

In the beginning

The British Museum was founded on 7 June 1753
when The British Museum Act received the Royal
Assent. This act provided for a public lottery to be
held to raise funds for the acquisition of the Sir
Hans Sloane collection of natural history items,
books, manuscripts and antiquities as well as a
repository to house them in. Also included in this
arrangement was the purchase of the Harley
Collection of manuscripts and the housing of the
Cottonian collection of books, manuscripts etc.,
which had been bequeathed to the nation in 1700.

In 1754 the Trustees purchased Montagu House,
a 17th century mansion in Bloomsbury to house the
collections and in 1756 appointed the Museum’s
first staff under a Principal Librarian, Gowin Knight.
The Museum opened to the public on 15 January
1759.

Acquisitions for the Museum continued to grow
and in 1757, King George Il donated the Royal
Library and with it the privilege of copyright deposit.
The increasing importance of the expanding
antiquities collections was recognised in 1807 by
the establishment of a separate Antiquities
Department and in 1808 by the opening of the
Townley Gallery to house Classical and Egyptian
material. The Department of Prints and Drawings
was created in 1836.

Faced with ever expanding collections and the
growing disrepair of Montagu House, the Trustees
decided to build a completely new Museum. This
operation, largely directed by the architect Robert
Smirke, took 30 years and cost ,800,000. The first
part of the new building was the King's Library,
completed in 1827. Montagu House was

demolished in 1852. The round Reading Room, not
part of the original plan, was completed by Robert
Smirke’s brother, Sydney in 1857.

In 1860, the Department of Antiquities split in to
three; Greek and Roman Antiquities, Coins and
Medals and Oriental Antiquities, which curiously
included British and Medieval European material.
The continuing growth of the collections again
called for drastic action and, in the 1880s, the

Natural History collections were moved to South
Kensington. The White Wing was built in 1884 and
the King Edward VII galleries opened in 1914.

Recent history

In 1963 The British Museum (Natural History) was
recognised as a completely separate institution and
in 1973 the departments of Printed Books,
Manuscripts and Oriental Printed Books and
Manuscripts were separated from The British
Museum to form part of the new British Library
although at first physically staying under the same
roof.

The Museum’s constant need to find more space
led to a number of developments during the 1970s;
the Ethnographical collections were moved to the
Museum of Mankind in Piccadilly and two new
stores were opened, one at Orsman Road in
Hackney (Franks House) and one at the old
National Savings Bank building at Blythe Road in
Hammersmith, the latter being shared with the
Science Museum and the Victoria and Albert. Also
during the 1970s, the New Wing was built to house
mainly offices, but also included new restaurants,
meeting rooms and an exhibition gallery.

With the final departure of the British Library
departments to their new building in St Pancras in
1998, the way became clear to convert all the
vacated space to Museum use and the Great Court
scheme was begun. Opened in December 2000 by
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, this provided a new
education centre as well as new galleries, shops
and restaurants, while the Reading Room itself was
restored and converted into an Information Centre.
For the first time in the Museum'’s history visitors are
now able to walk across the Museum at ground floor
level.

The Museum celebrated its 250th anniversary in
2003 with new galleries opening to the public. Living
and Dying: The Wellcome Trust Gallery compares
differing attitudes to health and well-being across
the world. The Enlightenment Gallery focuses the
great age of discovery and learning into which the
Museum was born, itself one of the Enlightenment’s
greatest achievements.

This large plaque is made of baked straw-tempered clay,

Old Babylonian, 1800-1750 BC
From southern Iraq

modelled in high relief. The figure of the curvaceous naked
woman was originally painted red. She wears the horned
headdress characteristic of a Mesopotamian deity and holds a
rod and ring of justice, symbols of her divinity. Her long multi-
coloured wings hang downwards, indicating that she is a
goddess of the Underworld. Her legs end in the talons of a bird
of prey, similar to those of the two owls that flank her. The
background was originally painted black, suggesting that she
was associated with the night. She stands on the backs of two
lions, and a scale pattern indicates mountains.

The figure could be an aspect of the goddess Ishtar,
Mesopotamian goddess of sexual love and war, or Ishtar’s sister
and rival, the goddess Ereshkigal who ruled over the
Underworld, or the demoness Lilitu, known in the Bible as Lilith.
The plaque probably stood in a shrine.

The same goddess appears on small, crude, mould-made
plaques from Babylonia from about 1850 to 1750 BC.
Thermoluminescence tests confirm that the ‘Queen of the Night’
relief was made between 1765 and 45 BC.

The relief may have come to England as early as 1924, and
was brought to the British Museum in 1933 for scientific testing.

[from British Museum website

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_obj
ects/me/t/queen_of_the_night_relief.aspx]
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