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Iraqi Documentary
Film Festival

The Iraqi Documentary Film
Festival is the first event of its
kind in London. The festival
brought together a fine
collection of documentaries
related to the subject of Iraq
and provided a platform for
the work of Iraqi filmmakers
who have managed to make

their films in spite of the

ongoing conflict. Their
documentaries  offered the
Iraqi perspective on recent

events, providing a wide range
of opinions and analysis that
cover all sectors of Iraqi
society.

Guests of the festival include
Maysoon Pachachi, the
acclaimed director whose film
Return to the Land of Wonders
dealing with the difficulty of
establishing democratic rule in
the aftermath of the war was
screened and the author and
journalist Zaki Chehab who
commented on films concerned
with  the
terrorism in Iraq, drawing on

his extensive and

insurgency and

unique

experience in the country.
Panel themed
evenings and a series of Q & A

discussions,

sessions,  involving  Iraqi
filmmakers who travelled from

Iraq specifically to attend the

festival, provided  unique
opportunities to discuss
specific works as well as

general themes relating to Iraq.

The Gala night of the
festival took place on 6th May.
Following the London
premiere of The Song of the
Missing Men, director Layth
Abdulamir

audience with an exclusive Q

who joined the

& A session on this remarkable
film charting a journey the
filmmaker undertook with his
team across Iraq starting with
the Marsh Arabs in the south
and ending in the mountains of
Kurdistan. Entertainment was
also provided in the form of
Oud Ahmed
Mukhtar, the composer of the
Arabic score for The Soldier’s

music by

tale shown recently at the Old
Vic theatre.
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The Iraqi As!oci'htion
Annual Summer Part

Charges to access
health care for refused
asylum seekers

Hammersmith and Fulham Refugee Forum

Supporting local Refugee Comnrerity Chrganisations
Company Beg, Mo 5T0E  Charity Heg. Mo 109619

R‘ﬁil: fi- G * Refugee Community Stalls
0. "%, " o * Multi-National Food
oa 22000 * Performances
@ '-‘ﬂ‘ [ ®
° ® e . -
e 04 Come and join us Celebrate
* 4 Community Diversity in Hammersmith

On 28TH JULY 2006
“BRINING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER"
Celebrating the diversity and contribution of
Hammersmith and Fulham Refugee communities.

Kevnote Speaker: Leader of Hammersmith & Fulham Council,
Clir Stephen Greenhalgh

Charging refused asylum seekers for healthcare is having a
devastating human impact and called for the policy to be scrapped

immediately. Patients denied treatment for cancer and pregnant Venue: HEIIIH'IETST!III:!'I Town Hall,
women forced to give birth alone at home were among the cases l':]llg SH'EEL
highlighted, they are sick, they need help, and unless they can pay - London W6 9JU
which most can’t, as they are destitute - they are denied treatment.

No-one in the UK should be in that position. Time: S]JIII onwards

This policy can do nothing but harm, and puts staff in a terrible
position because it is directly opposed to the basic ethics of the
medical profession.

The call on the government to reinstate free secondary health care
for rejected asylum seekers was backed by several organisations
from many sectors, including medical charities, unions and advisory
bodies in an open letter to the Secretary of State for Health, Patricia
Hewitt MP.

IRAQI ASSOCIATION (IA)

The TA adopts and proactively pursues and
promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.

The IA offers advice, guidance and advocacy on
the following issues:

* Immigration

We want to help bring together different communities in
celebrating the diversity of Hammersmith & Fulham .

Refugee Comnrawwity Organisations will have stalls fo display their impartani work,
services and aclievemenis within the borough.
Plus, there will alse be malticulinral food

The IA is a charity registered organisation,
providing Free, Confidential and Impartial
services to all Iraqi and Arab communities in
London.

The IA aims to promote the well being of the

¢ Training
¢ ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper
* Social & Cultural Activities

How to contact:

Iraqi community, encouraging mutual * Welfare Benefit * Drop-in
understanding, and working towards bridging * Housing * Appointments
gaps between British and Iraqi cultures in order * Health e Telephone

to ease smooth integration. * Volunteering

The IA is committed to eliminate discrimination  * Children & youths with Special Needs Opening Hours:

OISC

* The Elderly
* Disability
* Education

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.
10:00 am - 5:30 pm
Thursdays — Telephone advice only

on the basis of Gender, Sexuality, Ethnic origin,
Disability and Social, Religious or Political
affiliations.
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Free Cancer
Awareness
Training

The Afiya Trust and
the Iraqi Association

IRAQI
ASSOCIATION

PALINGSWICK HOUSE
241 KING STREET
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON W6 9LP
TEL: 020 8741 5491
FAX: 020 8748 9010

E-mail: info@iraqiassociation.org
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delivered free training
sessions (in Arabic) on
promoting and raising
cancer awareness among
Arabic speaking refugee

and asylum  seeker
community.

The purpose of the
course was to

disseminate information
and enhance knowledge
on cancer specifically
tailored to the needs of
the Iraqi & Arab
communities. It also
aimed to empower and
build confidence to
enable the community to
negotiate and influence
the quality and delivery
of cancer services to

ensure  that it is
responsive  to their
needs.

Over 50 trainees of
different  backgrounds
who were affected by
cancer, their family

members, carers as well
as community workers
from both statutory
participated  in  the
course that took place
over 6 days, and at the
end of the course,
certificates were
ditributed to all trainees
who attended the course.
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London One ear Later

“The people affected by the bombs last July
were Christians, Muslims, Jews, Sikhs, Hindus
and people of no particular religion! - This has
proved once and for all that terrorism does not
have a religion. Said Jabbar Hasan, director of
Iraqi Association in London.”

The foreign policy of a democracy should be
determined only by an elected government and
its parliament. It is unacceptable even to imply,
let alone to assert, that suicide-murderers and a
of bloodthirsty fanatics or
representatives acquire the right to any say in
how matters are decided.

Last July Londoners received a taste of what
life is like for Baghdadi people, whose Muslim
faith does not protect them from slaughter at the
hands of nihilists who think they are not Muslim

enough, or are the wrong Muslim

“As British Iraqis we are sick and tired to hear
ludicrous arguments that Iraq was the motive
behind this sadistic act. The whole argument is
frankly pathetic! Bitterness towards government
policies cannot justify killing of innocent
people. The actions of four heinous cowards last
July must be condemned by all. Can’t we all just
be humanists? You don’t need to believe in a
religion to have morals and ethics.”
Jabbar Hasan.

We send our thoughts and prayers to all the
family and friends who lost their loved ones last
July, and to all the people who are still
recovering from injuries. Life has to go on, not
forgetting 7/7, but not being the prisoner of that
date either.

Said

Immigration amnesty is ruled out

An amnesty for “illegal immigrants” has
been ruled out by ministers at the end of a
review of UK border controls.

Immigration Minister Liam Byrne asked
officials to report on the issues surrounding the
controversial idea.

Now he has rejected the move and instead
will unveil plans for "fair but tough"
enforcement of existing rules. Meanwhile,
campaigners for an amnesty have said it is
unrealistic to think that about half a million
"irregular migrants" can readily be deported.

When John Reid became home secretary in
May he said the Immigration and Nationality
Directorate was "not fit for purpose" and
ordered a review of how things were done. His
criticisms followed the crisis over more than
1,000 foreign prisoners who were released
without being considered for deportation.

An immigration chief also admitted little

effort was made to track down illegal
immigrants who lose touch with the
authorities.

Mr Byrne said the review of the Immigration
and Nationality Directorate (IND) was almost
complete, that will be ruling out an amnesty
and will be instead bringing forward plans
tough enforcement of the rules.

The government estimates there are up to
570,000 “illegal immigrants” in the UK.

Mr Byrne's decision to rule out an amnesty
came as a campaign group published detailed
proposals for the move.

The Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants (JCWI) said illegal immigrants
who had been in the UK for at least two years
should be allowed to stay.

And any illegal immigrants with no serious
criminal record should be given the right to
stay permanently after they had spent seven

years in Britain, it said.

Habib Rahman, chief executive of the
council, said a solution to the illegal
immigrants in the country had to be found now,
"It's a political reality that around half a million
irregular migrants can't readily be deported and
EU migration alone cannot be relied on to fill
the jobs many of them are doing," he said.

"In the end a system that denies full rights to
all migrants in the UK is both socially unjust
and is creating losers all round."

Commenting on the government's move,
Liberal Democrat Home Affairs spokesman
Mark Hunter said: "After casting about in the
dark for answers, the Government has once
again been forced to abandon its proposals in
the face of opposition. "What's required is a
considered immigration policy which looks
constructively at the criteria by which we allow
people to stay in Britain."

Generations
of British Iraqis

Sociological studies of exile populations
indicate that the first generation's pattern of
adaptation is quite different from that of the
second and third. Loyalty to the home culture,
its politics and values remains a necessity for
many settlers in a new environment.
However, while the first generation of Iraqi
exiles makes every effort to maintain the
native language and culture, the second
generation's efforts in learning parental
language and culture are very limited and
half-hearted. The third generation's efforts in
this regard are very minimal and symbolic.
By fourth generation, little of a grandparent's
cultural heritage can be found.

The pattern of adaptation by the Iraqis in
the United Kingdom seems to be more close
to the rule than to the exception. Given the
Iraqi emphasis on its diverse culture and
traditions, what kind of patterns of cultural
loyalty and linguistic maintenance can we
expect from children of recent Iraqi comers?
What kind of problems, anxieties, and
concerns do these second generation Iraqis
face in developing a bi-cultural identity? To
what extent are the second generation Iraqis
responding to their parental expectations for
maintaining their identities? Are the Iraqi
community's concerns for the preservation of
its traditional cultural values and behaviours
among their children realistic? Are we
immigrants or exiles? How can the British
Iraqis influence the process of peace and
democracy in Iraq? Following the end of the
Iraqi despot in 2003, these questions are
becoming a pattern of series concerns for our
community here in the United Kingdom. The
‘Needs Assessment” report, which was
researched and produced recently by the Iraqi
Association, connects the needs and desire of
the Iraqi community in this country. The
demand for a meaningful integration is now
becoming a significant and pressing issue.
From our community networking and
knowledge, it is estimated that over 250,000
Iraqis live in this country. A large number of
them have been naturalised and settled here.
However, we lack reliable government data to
identify the pattern of their settlement. Iraqis
have been coming here since late 1930s.
Once out of their country, Iraqis, like ethnic
groups in similar situations, attempts to use
their background culture and politics as an
anchorage against increasing pressures of the
host society for assimilation.

However, the record of the Iraqi
community in developing a sense of national
identity and collectively is mixed. The
desired sense of community has not fully
developed yet, though efforts in bringing
about such a community are being made.
While the Iraqis often express a strong desire
for preservation of their diverse cultural
identity, the new generation of Iraqis in this
country show no significant resistance to the
forces of assimilation to the host society.
Their strong desire for a community does not
fully match the realities of their presence in
the United Kingdom.

Iraqi Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP e Tel

:020 8741 5491 e« Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 1101109




