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FIRST CLUB LTD - 74 Baker Street, W1U 6TB
Tel: 020-7224 4884 Fax: 020-7224 1651
E.Mail: firstclub@btopenworld.com

Children & Young People’s Support Worker (Part-time)
* The post holder must demonstrate one year experience of advice and support
work with children & young people, and Community work.

HEZEIET Basic knowledge of Child Protection Law
aal: * Knowledge of benefit issues and careers advice
29 * Good verbal and written communication skills in English and Arabic are

d ng essential

For further information and application pack please contact ICA
Closing date for application is 5.00 pm Friday 29 April 2005
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Labour’s migration targets unskilled

The government is closing the door on
low-skilled  migrants  from  the
developing world who come to Britain
legally under existing work permit
schemes, disclosed the home secretary,
Charles Clark.

The measure is part of Labour’s five-
year plan for immigration and asylum,
which includes a “points system” for
new migrants that may lead to a “two-
tier guestworker” labour force.

Skilled workers - those  with
qualifications equal to A-levels and
above - will be able to settle in Britain
with their families once they have
worked for five years and passed an
English language and citizenship test.
But lower-skilled migrants, mainly

from other EU countries, will not be
able to bring their families, will be
barred from claiming welfare benefits
and will be expected to leave after five
years. Those from  “higher-risk
countries” will be required to deposit an
unspecified financial bond which they
will forfeit if they fail to return home.
Many urged the home secretary Mr.
Clarke to be more positive about the
benefits of immigration.

Mr Clarke said the points system would
soon replace work and student permits.
It would be simpler and more effective
for those wishing to work in Britain,
focusing on the “highly skilled
migrants that can help us build our
economy”.

The low-skilled quota based schemes in
agriculture, food processing, and the
hotel and restaurant industries would be
phased out “in the light of the
additional labour now available from
the new EU countries”. Last year
17,000 people from developing
countries outside the EU came to
Britain to work on such schemes.

The new regime will be accompanied
by £2,000 on-the-spot fines on
employers who use illegal labour.

The immigration minister, Des Browne,
also announced immigration fees are
doubling to between £300 and £500 to
raise £170m a year to make Britain’s
migration programme self-financing
within three years.

Food (Japsl) olansas AY a2l
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Pressure on ministers emerged in a
report from the Commons public
accounts committee which criticised the
handling of asylum cases and urged
better procedures for fast-tracking
them. Only 9% are fast-tracked in
Britain, compared with 40% in the
Netherlands.

The five-year plan heralds moves to
step up the removal of failed asylum
seekers, including more widespread use
of detention and the introduction of
tagging of asylum claimants.

The Refugee Council and the Joint
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants
questioned how the measure would
enable them to develop a commitment
to British society.

SHARP DROP IN NUMBER

OF ASUYLUM

The number of people seeking asylum
in richer countries dropped sharply for
the third year in a row in 2004, hitting
the lowest levels in 16 years, the
United Nations refugee agency
UNHCR has reported.

Overall numbers fell by an average of
22 percent across 38 developed
countries, including 19 percent in the
25-nation European Union, 26 percent
in North America, and 28 percent in
Australia and New Zealand, compared
with 2003, the agency said on
Tuesday.

In European countries, where asylum
has become a big political issue,
requests were down by 33 percent in
Britain, by 30 percent in Germany, and
a quarter in Sweden.

“In most industrialised countries, it
should simply not be possible to claim
there is a huge asylum crisis any
more.”

In Britain, immigration is
becoming a focus of debate ahead of
the election expected in May, numbers

where

applying for asylum were back to
levels of the mid-1990s, having fallen
66 percent in two years.

The UNHCR said numbers of Iraqi
asylum seekers had fallen by 80
percent since 2002 and totalled only
9.400 last year.

The total seeking asylum in Britain
last year was 40,200 against 60,050 in
2003 and a peak of 103,000 in 2002,
when the numbers of Afghans and
Iraqis were at their height.

In Germany, the 2004 figure was
35,610, the lowest since 1984, against
50,560 in 2003 and 71,130 in 2002.
The figures were contained in the
annual report on the issue from the
UNHCR, whose mandate
asylum seekers and refugees.
The new statistics “should reduce the
pressure by politicians, media and the
public to make asylum systems more
and more restrictive ...”, said Raymond
Hall, who directs the agency’s Europe
Bureau.

includes

EXHIBITION OF CHILDREN ART WORK

An exhibition of art work created by 30 iraqgi children was launched on 19

March 2005 at the Hammersmith Information Centre, to run from 19/03 -

31/03/2005.

The art work was created during the workshops by 30 children between

the ages of 7 - 16 years.

The Iragi community Association organised 20 children art workshops
over the school holidays in last August, Christmas and February, with the

professional Iraqi artist Sadiq loma.

Created this opportunity in its efforts to provide safe and productive
environment for Iraqi children and youth and to express themselves from
their own perspective on the recent two years events in Iraq.

The ICA is a charity registered organisation,

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ICA)

The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and

* Training

* ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper
* Social & Cultural Activities

providing Free, Confidential and Impartial promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.

services to all Iraqi and Arab communities The ICA offers advice, guidance and

in London. advocacy on the following issues:

T The ICA aims to promote the well being of e Immigration How to contact:
the Iraqi community, encouraging mutual * Welfare Benefit * Drop-in
understanding, and working towards * Housing * Appointments
bridging gaps between British and Iraqi * Health « Telephone

0 l q C cultures in order to ease smooth integration.  ® Volunteering Opening Hours:
- A The ICA is committed to eliminate

e Children & youths with Special Needs
¢ The Elderly

* Disability

* Education

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.
10:00 am — 5:30 pm
Thursdays — Telephone advice only

discrimination on the basis of Gender,
Sexuality, Ethnic origin, Disability and
Social, Religious or Political affiliations.

Al-Muntada - Issue No: 81 April 2005



IRAQI
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE
241 KING STREET
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON W6 9LP
TEL: 020 8741 5491
FAX: 020 8748 9010

E-mail: iragicommunity @btclick.com

€English Supplement

Al-Muantada

of the Iraqi Community Association

www.iraqicommunity.org

Iraqgi Expatriates cast their Votes
in their country’s first ever free election

28,569 Iraqis expatriates in the UK cast their votes at 3 [ =
three polling centres in London, Manchester and Glasgow
on January 28.29 & 30; in a daunting first exercise in
democracy, to elect 275 — member to the Transitional
National Assembly.

Anti-Vote Violence could not stop Iraqis from voting. The
ruthless, discriminatory exploitation of sectarianism was
the foundation of Saddam’s rule and this was replaced by
fair representations of the country’s various communities.
While the fascists and the fundamentalists make common
cause in opting to ruin the society rather than let it breathe,
the advance of semi-secular concepts among the
community is rather better than one might have dared to
hope.

The extraordinary and undeniable thing is that, in a country
that was dying on its feet and poisoning the region a couple
of years ago, is now going through real political process
that has serious implications for adjacent countries. We
hope that the way back to Baathism and personal despotism
is now blocked forever.

The Iragi community Association played a vital role in
easing the process of out of country voting that was
implemented by the International Organisation for
Migration; by hosting a series of public meetings and
activities to educate the community on the process.
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Tipperary Peace Prize to the late Margaret
Hassan for her “Courage and commitment”

The award, Ireland’s most prestigious
peace prize, will be presented to 59-year-
old Margaret Hassan’s relatives at a
ceremony in April.

The Tipperary Peace Convention said in a
statement that the honour “salutes the
extraordinary life of a Dublin-born aid
worker”. “She showed extraordinary
courage, tenacity and commitment in her
concern for those who were living in the
most difficult of circumstances.”

The aid worker held dual Irish and British
citizenship but had lived in Iraq since the
1970s with her Iraqi husband, Tahseen.
She began working for Care International
soon after it began operations in Iraq in

Peter Snow appealed to BBC Radio 4
listeners

The murdered aid worker Margaret
Hassan was awarded with the Tipperary

On

Sunday, 23 January 2005, the Donating through our site

Peace Prize in Ireland for her charity
work in Iraq. Nelson Mandela and Bill

Clinton
recipients.
The Care International official had “paid
the ultimate price for her dedication to
the poor and vulnerable in Iraq”, the
prize’s convention said. Mrs. Hassan was
abducted in Baghdad on 19th October
2004, and viscously murdered by terrorist
bandits.

are among previous prize

1991 and provided humanitarian relief to
the most needy Iraqis in a professional
career spanning more than 25 years.
When she was kidnapped, Mrs Hassan
had been head of the charity’s operations
in the country for 12 years.

The Tipperary Peace Convention was
founded in 1983 with the aim of
promoting peace and rewarding people
who make a noteworthy contribution to
peace-related issues.

distinguished BBC broadcaster, Peter Snow
appealed to BBC Radio 4 listeners to help
rebuild shattered lives of many Iraqis who

visit the Iraqi Community Association
(ICA) for help and support.

Money pledged through the Appeal will
help the services to reach more people and
provide them with the necessary client-led
information materials. Every year the
charity deals with more than 10,000 cases,
they include vulnerable elderly people and
destitute young individuals.

www.iragicommunity.org is simple, fast
and totally secured. It is also the most
efficient way to support Iraqi Community
Association. We will receive your money
faster and, if you are a UK taxpayer, an
extra 28% in tax will be added to your gift
at no cost to you.

Many thanks for the support of the 173
donors who responded to the appeal, we are
very grateful for their support and concern
and with the help of such supporters, we are
confident to reach more people to help.

Iraqi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP ¢ Tel: 020 8741 5491 e« Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 1101109



