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Children & Young People’s Support Worker (Part-time)

Vacancy ° The post holder must demonstrate one year experience of advice and support work with
children & young people, and Community work.
o m * Basic knowledge of Child Protection Law
-l 19 * Knowledge of benefit issues and careers advice
- . m * Good verbal and written communication skills in English and Arabic are essential
°ﬁ For further information and application pack please contact ICA

Closing date for application is 5.00 pm Friday 21 January 2005
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Writing

Over five thousand years ago,
people living in Mesopotamia (today’s
Iraq) developed a form of writing to
record and communicate different
types of information.

The earliest writing was based on
pictograms (A picture used to
symbolise a word or phrase).
Pictograms were used to communicate
basic information about crops and
taxes.

Over time, the need for writing
changed and the signs developed into
a script we call cuneiform (A writing

system  invented in  southern
Mesopotamia).
Over thousands of years,

Mesopotamian scribes recorded daily
events, trade, astronomy, and literature
on clay tablets. Cuneiform was used
by people throughout the ancient Near

East to write several different
languages.

The development of writing

People living in southern

Mesopotamia developed one of the
earliest writing systems in the world.
The system was developed so that
information could be recorded.

This writing system began with
pictures or signs drawn on clay tablets.
The signs changed over many years,
and this is the story of what happened
to just one of the signs.

UNITED NATIONS
ASSOCIATION WALES

Campaigning to make the goals of the UN a reality

SAVE THE CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION !

The unique habitat of the marshlands of Mesopotamia (southern Iraq) is about to be
lost. The marshlands are home to a 5,000 year-old civilisation and considered by some
to be the location of the Biblical Garden of Eden. Massively damaged by new dams on
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and by drainage operations by the previous Iraqi
regime, the marshlands have shrunk in area by over 90%. They will disappear

completely by 2008 unless we act now.

We, the undersigned, believe that the loss of the Southern Iraqi Marshlands would
represent a cultural and ecological disaster. We call upon the international community
to make their conservation a priority by supporting their classification as a UNESCO

World Heritage Site.

Information supplied by the UN Environment Programme.

Please return completed forms to: UNA Wales, Temple of Peace,
Cardiff, CF10 3AP by 1 December 2004.
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The Iraqi Marshlands
Background Information

Introduction

The unique habitat of the marshlands
of Mesopotamia (southern Iraq) is
about to be lost. Home to a 5,000 year
old civilization — and considered by
some to be the location of the biblical
garden of Eden - the marshlands
have shrunk in area by over 90% and
will disappear completely by 2008
unless action is taken now. The
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) has described
the desecration of the Marshlands as
one of the worst environmental
disasters in history, ranking it in
impact with the deforestation of the
Amazon rainforests.

What has happened?

The Mesopotamian Marshlands was
historically an area of interconnected
lakes, which covered between 5,800
to 7,700 square miles (15,000 to
20,000 square kilometres). By 2001,
UNEP’s satellite images show that
this area had shrunk to a 385 square
miles  (1,000-square  kilometres)
marsh. This is equivalent to an area
the size of Wales being reduced to an
area smaller than the Brecon Beacons
National Park.

Impacts

The impacts of this loss are huge:

* The Marshlands are home to marsh-
dwellers, known as the Ma’dan. The
population can trace their roots back
5000 years and are descended from
the Sumerians, who built the world’s
first recorded civilization on the
banks of the Euphrates rivers. There
are many ancient historical sites in
the area, yet to be excavated or
explored, facing destruction.

e Up until the early 1990s, the
Ma’dan led a life characterized by
fishing, weaving, and grazing water
buffalo. Then the Ma’dan population
numbered over 250,000. The Ma’dan
population there has now been
reduced to only 40,000.

* The marshlands were also home to
rare and unique species and a
spawning ground for Gulf fisheries.
This has now all but disappeared,
causing the extinction of several
animal and botanical species.

* The reduction in animal life has a

considerable impact on the food
supply of the whole of southern Iraq,

especially in the loss of dairy
products and fish.

How has this happened

Satellite studies show that the

dissipation of the marshlands is
mainly as a result of drainage and
damming. For decades, water had
been diverted from the marshlands to
drier regions in Iraq to assist in
agricultural production. However, the
Ma’dan were seen as an important
element in the uprising against
Saddam Hussein’s regime in the Gulf
War of 1991. Following the war, to
punish these opponents, the system of
damming and  drainage  was
intensified; villages were burnt and
civilians executed. Saddam’s regime
displaced hundreds of thousands of
the indigenous Ma’dan population
and contributed massively to the
area’s destruction.

Today the marshlands face continued
threat from the construction of more
recent dams by other nations on the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The dams
have severely reduced the flow of
water into the area, which currently
stands at just 40% of the flow of the
1970s. An agreement on water
distribution between the countries
that border the Tigris-Euphrates river
basin — Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran —
is urgently needed if the unique eco-
systems and ways of life of the Iraqi
marshlands are to survive.

Action

The marshlands are dying, but are not
yet dead. The Ma’dan and UNEP are
working towards restoration of at
least part of the region. As a
complementary action, UNA Wales is
lobbying senior figures at the UN to
award the southern Iraqi Marshlands
UNESCO World Heritage Site status
— an accolade that would recognise
the historical and cultural significance
of the area and would help ensure its
future survival. A petition to this
effect, to be presented to UNESCO in
2005, was launched on 24 October:
UN Day 2004.

More details are available at
www.wcia.org.uk/UNAWALES
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Margaret Hassan’s life and the memory of her work will
remain in our hearts for generations to come

Our thoughts and prayers are with this doesn’t stop the many committed aid
Margaret Hassan’s family, friends and workers in Iraq from completing their
relatives at this difficult time. We hope valuable and vital work to help and assist

vulnerable people.

“I think a defenceless and such a loving
woman was murdered in this way just
shows the depths of evil murderers. I don’t
think there are words left in my
vocabulary to describe Margaret Hassan’s
murderers adequately. They are the
enemies of humanity, and an insult to the
religion in the name of which they claim
to be acting” Said Jabbar Hasan today, the
direct of Iragi Community association in
London. “It is vile to kill, someone who
dedicated her life to helping others - These
people are not human and they certainly
are not Muslims.”

Terrorism has sunk to new depths in
Iraq, murdering women and children in
cold blood. These men have deleted
themselves from the human race. With

their repeated slaughters of innocent, their
suicide activities against civilian and
government targets, their assassinations of
doctors, engineers and educators, and their
un-Islamic practice of ceremonial human
sacrifice, terrorism cannot Wwin, and
certainly they cannot stop the will and
hope of Iraqi people towards peace and
democracy.

It is a dreadful waste - to lose people
who gave so much to make the world a
better place. Margaret was a dedicated aid
worker. Her distressed face will never be
forgotten from the minds of millions of
Iraqis.

Margaret Hassan’s life and the memory
of her work will remain in our hearts for
generations to come. Rest in peace
Margaret.

Zaha Hadid Secures the Contract

AL-Muntada At the Iraqi Embassy...

1

Since the collapse of the dictatorial regime
in Iraq, the Iraqi community in the UK
has been looking forward to retrieve its
embassy, which was turned into an
intelligence haunt for over three decades
by the despotic regime.

After the formation of the interim Iraqi
government last June, a new ambassador in
the UK, Dr. Salah Al Shaikhli, was appointed
commenced work two months ago.

Mrs. Ansam Al-Jarah member of The
Management Committee of the Iraqi
Community Association, met with the
Ambassador to put a number of questions of
concern by the Iragi community in the UK,
and to obtain his views on many issues, his

Excellency responded to the questions raised:

e I’'m part of the Iragi community and I’'m
familiar with its issues.

* The Consulate starts to operate from the 1Ist
of November 2004.

* The Consulate offers a variety of services
including issuing passports.

* The Embassy will no longer be a state
intelligence haunt.

* We will save no effort to consult and
cooperate with the Community’s
organisations.

e It is difficult just now for expatriate Iraqis
to participate in the elections.

* We are working to obtain the assistance of
those who are experts in the collection of
data after the forthcoming election.

* We are planning to train and retrain the
Iraqi asylum seekers in coordination with the
British authorities to repatriate them to Iraq.

* We are maintaining our efforts with the
relevant Iraqi departments to e appoint the
Embassy’s  Cultural, Information and
Commercial attaches.

e We are aspiring to coordinate our efforts
with Iraqi intellectuals and authors on these
matters.

* We are planning to set up a school for the
Iragi community’s children and it will be
under the auspices of a charity institution in
UK.

for the Design of the Riverside
Museum in Glasgow

The Iraqi born architect, Zaha
HadidSome will design the new
Riverside Museum on the river
Clyde in Glasgow. Zaha beat some

of the most prestigious
architectural and design practices
in the UK and abroad who were
invited to tender for the proposed
new £50 million project including
Will Alsop, Foster and Partners,
Grimshaws and Richard Rogers. It
will be the lagest project for Zaha
Hadid in Britain.

Zaha Hadid Born in Baghdad, Iraq
in 1950, Zaha Hadid studied
architecture at the Architectural
Association in London from 1972

and was awarded the Diploma
Prize in 1977. She then became a
partner of the Office for
Metropolitan Architecture, taught
at the AA with OMA collaborators
Rem Koolhaas and Elia Zenghelis,
and later led her own studio at the
AA until 1987.

More recently, she held the Kenzo
Tange Chair at the Graduate
School of Design, Harvard
University; the Sullivan Chair at
the University of Illinois, School
of Architecture in Chicago; and has
held guest professorships at the
Hochschule fiir Bildende Kiinste in
Hamburg, the Knolton School of
Architecture, Ohio and the Masters
Studio at Columbia University,
New York. In addition, she was
made an Honorary Member of the
American Academy of Arts and
Letters, a Fellow of the American
Institute of Architecture and a
Commander of the British Empire,
2002. She is currently Professor at
the University of Applied Arts in
Vienna, Austria and is the Eero
Saarinen Visiting Professor of
Architectural Design for the Spring
Semester 2004 at Yale University,
New Haven, Connecticut.

Iragi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP e Tel: 020 8741 5491 < Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 1101109



