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THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON
HUMAN RIGHTS AND ITS FIVE PROTOCOLS

The European Convention on
Human Rights

The Governments  signatory
hereto, being Members of the
Council of Europe,

Considering the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
proclaimed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations
on 10 December 1948;
Considering that this Declaration
aims at securing the universal
and effective recognition and
observance of the Rights therein
declared;

Considering that the aim of the

Council of Europe is the
achievement of greater unity
between its Members and that
one of the methods by which the
aim is to be pursued is the
maintenance and further
realization of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms;

Reaffirming their profound belief
in those Fundamental Freedoms
which are the foundation of
justice and peace in the world
and are best maintained on the
one hand by an effective political
democracy and on the other by a
common  understanding  and

observance of the Human Rights

upon which they depend;
Being resolved, as the
Governments  of  European

countries which are like-minded
and have a common heritage of

political traditions, ideals,
freedom and the rule of law to
take the first steps for the

collective enforcement of certain
of the Rights stated in the
Universal Declaration;

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE 1

The High Contracting Parties
shall secure to everyone within

Mool (Guouiaw) Jolsl VO 3o 2l

their jurisdiction the rights and
freedoms defined in Section I of
this Convention.

SECTION I

ARTICLE 2

1. Everyone’s right to life shall
be protected by law. No one shall
be deprived of  his life
intentionally  save in  the
execution of a sentence of a court
following his conviction of a
crime for which this penalty is
provided by law.

2. Deprivation of life shall not be
regarded as  inflicted in
contravention of this article when

15

it results from the use of force
which is no more than absolutely
necessary:

o (a) in defence of any person
from unlawful violence;

o (b) in order to effect a lawful
arrest or to prevent escape of a
person lawfully detained;

o (c) in action lawfully taken for
the purpose of quelling a riot or
insurrection.

ARTICLE 3

No one shall be subjected to
torture or to inhuman or
degrading treatment or
punishment.

War ‘behind
most asylum cases’

War, repression and human
rights abuses drive more
people to seek asylum in the
UK than poverty, according

to a report.
The Institute for Public
Policy = Research  (IPPR)

studied the 10 countries from
which the majority of asylum
seekers in the UK have come
over the last decade.

War and ethnic conflict were
the key factors linking all
those countries, the centre-

left think tank found.
For instance, the largest
group of people seeking

asylum in the UK during the

Kosovo crisis in 1998-99
were from that Balkan
region.

In 2001, during the war in
Afghanistan, the largest

group of asylum seekers were
from there, while last year
most came from Iraq.

Dr Heaven Crawley, of the
IPPR, told BBC Radio 4’s
Today she conceded that war
in turn led to poverty, which
led to people seeking work
elsewhere.

But she said: “If you step
back and look at the situation
over time, from a longer-term
perspective, there are key
factors pushing migrants out
of countries of origin.”

The think tank called for
policy makers to recognise
the causes of  forced
migration, “and to reflect this

in ‘joined-up’ policies across
the areas of migration,
foreign policy, arms export,
trade and development.”

It also called for the public to
be given proper information
about the conditions from
which many asylum seekers
originate, so they did not feel
their hospitality was being
abused.

Mainly men

Sir  Andrew  Green of
MigrationWatch was
sceptical of the IPPR’s
findings.

He said: “It may very well be
that it is conflict that triggers
movement.

“I note, though, that 80% of
asylum seekers are men, and
75% are under 35.”

He said he had studied the
results of court decisions on
asylum cases over the last
few years - and found quite a
different picture from that
painted by the IPPR.

“The percentage that were
granted asylum, including
those on appeal, in 1997-
2001, was 20%. Another 13%
were allowed to stay.

“So one person in three is
granted either asylum or
permission to stay. And that
suggests to us that actually
the majority of them are here
for different reasons.”

He added: “The key point,
and the key problem that we
face, is that nine out of 10 of
those who come to Britain
manage to stay here, most of
them illegally.

“So for as long as that
continues I think we can
expect people to continue to
come here in very large
numbers.”

¢Claims not valid’

Home Office minister
Beverley Hughes also
rejected the group’s findings.
“The vast majority of people
who claim asylum in Britain
do not have a valid claim for
refugee status, and this is
backed up by independent
adjudicators,” she said.

She added: “Short term
measures to tackle migration
need to be underpinned by a
longer-term strategy to
address the root causes of
migration.

“Action in other regions of
the world is part of the
solution to forced migration,
and we want to offer refugees

protection near to their
countries of origin by making
it more accessible and

reducing their need to flee
further afield.”

Numbers seeking asylum in
the UK have increased from
4,223 in 1982 to 110,700 in
2002.

The Iraqi Community Association offers the chance for
Iraqi and Arab Elderly People to meet each Monday at
Camden Town and each Tuedsay at the Grove
neighbourhood centre - Hammersmith from12:00 to

4:00pm.

Activities: Keep Fit, English Group Discussion, Health
Sessions, Social Games and Art Workshop.
and refreshments

A light meal
participants

With the support of the organisation “Help The Aged”
a new Art Workshop in

we started in August

are offered to

Hammersmith Elderly club aiming to protect our Iraqi
sewing and brodery from extinction.

Addresses: Camden Town Club (Monday)

Castle Haven Community Centre
33 Hawley Road

(Access through Hawley St)
London NW1 8RU

Tel: 0207 485 3386

Nearest Tube Station: Camden
Hammersmith Eldely Club (Tuesday)
The Grove Neighbourhood Centre

7 Bradmore Park Road

Hammersmith W6 ODT
Nearest Tube Station: Ravenscourt Park

Some 5.5 miillion
to get textbooks

Some 5.5 million Iraqi students will
get textbooks and 25.000 teacher
trainees will receive salaries for the
next academic year under a funding
agreement approved by a United
Nations Security Council committee.

The project, worth $72.3 million in
all, aims to print more than 66 million
copies of newly edited textbooks for

Iraqi students

nationwide distribution for the 2003-
2004 academic year. Most existing
textbooks were looted or burned after
the war. Adding to the challenge is a
decision to edit out propagandist
statements from the texts without
changing the educational content.
some 509 titles pre up for
replacement.

Access to legal advice

Refugee Legal Centre

The Refugee Legal Centre (RLC) has been awarded a specialist Quality mark franchise
to provide legal advice and representation to asylum seekers and refugees in the UK.
RLC can assist clients who wish to claim asylum by advising and representing them

throughout the asylum process.

You can contact their advice line on 02077803220, 9.30am - 1.00pm. there is also a
drop-in service, which can see 15 people per day. Detained clients can call the detention
advice line on 0800 592398. 10.00am - 1.00pm. All services operate Monday - Friday,

except Thursday.

The new address for RLC is: Refugee legal Centre, Nelson House, 153 - 157
Commercial Road, London E1 2DA. Information can be found on www.refugee-legal-
centre.org.uk for any queries about the services offered, contact Ms Lalit joshi on

02077803261.

Rhythms of Baghdad Seductive Oud and
Percussion music from an Iraqi duo.

By: BILL Badley.
“Songlines Magazine”

There’s particular Poignancy about
reviewing any CD of Iraqi music at
the present time. Since the middle
ages, Baghdad has been revered as
one of the undisputed centres of
Arab music, though it’s difficult to
know exactly what the situation is
for the musicians there at the
moment.
There are however, a number of
extremely fine Iraqi performers
more readily accessible to western
audiences and two of them have
come together to make this
interesting CD.

There has been a trend for
Oud (lute) players to make solo
recordings, but on this disc the Oud
is supported by a percussionist, as
is common in live performance.
The structure of Sattar Al-Saadi’s
subtly muscular rhythms allows

Ahmed mukhtar’s oud-playing the
freedom to wave and beckon
seductively.

Consequently, even very simple
tunes, like the traditional ‘Souq
Baghdadi’ and the Persian Gulf
Style ‘Nada’a al bahr’ keep the ear
entranced. Classical Arab music
has never been a closed shop and
often freely borrowed from
neighbouring styles. Mukhtar and
al-saadi continue this magpie
tradition with varying levels of
success:  the  flamenco-tinged
‘Espania’ veers towards clichC but
the inventive, and very
contemporary, improvisation of
‘Muntasaf -al-lilis a fine example
of modern Arab Art Music.

The recorded sound is beautifully
warm and the individual timbres of
the various percussion instruments
are particularly well captured- al-
saadi’s rhythms will probably gat
sampled and looped to death.
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Children
Summer
Camp

Every summer Iraqi
Community Association
organizes camp for Iraqi
children to enjoy time in the
nature as well as to make
friends with each other and
to learn something new.
This year the camp was
held from 28/7 until
1/8/2003, in Sayers Croft
(Surrey), for ages between
10-16.

Within the five days in the
camp the children enjoyed
the beautifull nature of the
English country-side and
carried out many activities
such as:

Climbing the wall
Swimming

Archery

Football

Table tennis

Fire bone & barbecue
Shelter building and many
other activities.

Five days in the camp
seems to the children very
little time to be spent in the
nature, they hope next year

it will be longer.

ICA Annual Trip

The ICA 16th
Annual General
Meeting

The Iraqi Community Association
(AGM) will be held on the 28th of
September 2003 from 11:00am to
6:00pm at the following address:
Elizabeth Cantell Room

Ealing Town Hall

New Broad Way

Ealing

London W5 2BY

The Nearest tube station: Ealing
Broadway

Elderly Group
Visit to Windsor

Camden and Hammersmith Elderly
clubs organised a day trip to
Windsor on the 11th of August
2003. Both clubs visited some
historical scens, and walked on the
river banks then took a river tour on
a boat.

“It was an excellent day out dipping
our feet in the cold water to forget
the heat” Elderly Participant.

High Court rules Home Office
in breach of Human Rights Convention

On 31 July 2003, the High Court
ruled that the Home Office did
in fact breach Article 3 of the
European Convention on Human
Rights by refusing to provide
subsistence and accommodation
to three asylum seekers under
Section 55 of the Immigration,
Nationality and Asylum Act
2002.

The three cases were heard by
Mr Justice Maurice Kay on 16
and 17 June, during which the
Home Office had argued that the
three individuals involved did
not apply for asylum ‘as soon as
reasonably practicable’. They
also argued that sleeping rough

was not a breach of their human
rights.

During the court case, the judge
had heard evidence from Shelter,
the Refugee Council, and many
other refugee community and
voluntary organisations, which
showed that there was indeed
very limited charitable help and
shelter available to the asylum
seekers after the Home Office’s
refusal of support. Evidence also
showed that they had difficulties
accessing medical treatment.

In response to the High Court
ruling, Margaret Lally, Acting
Chief Executive of the Refugee
Council said:

“We very much welcome this
important development. It is
appalling that a country to which
people come seeking sanctuary
from persecution finds it
acceptable to force people into
homelessness and destitution.
“We maintain our view that
denying food and shelter to
some of  society’s  most
vulnerable individuals is a clear
contravention of their human
rights. In particular, we find it
reprehensible that vulnerable
women and those with mental
health needs are being subjected
to this treatment.

“We reiterate that as a charity

we (along with other refugee
and homelessness organisations)
lack the necessary resources to
provide a safety net for all those
refused support under Section
55.

“Asylum seekers are not
allowed to work while their
claims are processed. They
therefore have no means to
support themselves and no
choice but to sleep on the
streets. We are extremely
encouraged that the High Court
has recognised this and we now
call on the government to repeal
this harsh and inhumane
measure.”
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