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Before, After, Now: Visions of Iraq

“ART EVERYWHERE MUST REFLECT HUMANITY AND THE VALUES OF THE TIME” JEWAD SELIM

Before. After. Now is a series of
events across London encompassing
visual arts, music and the word -
both written and spoken. It is an
opportunity for the people to
reconnect with Iraq outside the
current representation of the country
in the western media. We want to
give a space to iraqi choices, to
celebrate a culture that was and is so
rich and diverse, and to
demonstrate, through contemporary
Iraqi art, its vitality, energy and
vision. It’s a reminder to people that
Iraq isn’t just about dust and bombs,
but that it was once known as the
Cradle of Civilisation..

Event date: 16 August -

13 September 2003

There will be two performances at
the Riverside Studios in
Hammersmith; and there will also
be a performance at the British
Museum, Russell Square of
traditional Oud music  (lute)
amongst the exhibits there on 4
September.

Almost everyone in London is
aware that the Baghdad museum and
library was looted of antiquities and
that the region was famous for
something once; yet the strength of
contemporary Iraqi arts is not being
referred to Iraqi culture is presented

as something that was once very
great, but now little more than
pieces of old pottery.

To redress this balance, there will be
mixed media exhibition of recently
made Iraqi art and written word held
at Deluxe Arts in Hoston Square
between 8-13 September.

The organisers are a group of arts
and media professional who have
come together to celebrate the art
and heritage of Iraq. And operate
within a non racist, non-oppressive
agenda. We are not aligned with any
particular political party, in the UK,
US or Middle East.

This began as a one-woman crusade,

foof (9.3..!9..3)39..@3 Vioisaxldl

in response to the reports of looting
at the museum and library of
Baghdad: Lou White realised that
she didn’t know what might have
been in those buildings and that
furthermore she knew nothing of
Iraqi culture. She committed to
making contact with the Iraqi
community in London and finding
out more.

The organisational group has
become five-strong with the active
support and collaboration of the
Iraqi community, including the Iraqi
community Association, the Aya
Gallery, the Kufa Gallery and many
Iragi  artists and  musicians

15

committed to performing/exhibiting.
The Iraqi community is eager to
share with the wider population the
incredible wealth and diversity of
their culture; Londoners will learn
about a culture they were not even
aware existed.

The Riverside Studios and the
Deluxe Arts have offered support in
kind with the British Museum are
happy to allow us to use their
premises. All the organisers are
donating their efforts for fee.

Email:
before-after-now @blueyonder.co.uk
www.before-after.now.com

Amnesty International
Iraq: No compulsorry
returns of asylum seekers

Amnesty International has called
on European states currently
examining the possibility of
returning rejected asylum-seekers
to Iraq not to force Iraqi back to a
deeply unstable situation in the
country.

Amnesty International’s appeal
comes following a recent meeting
between ministers from France,
Germany and the UK, and the
United Nations high
Commissioner for  Refugees
(UNHCR) to explore possibility
for returning thousands of Iraqi
asylum-seekers and refugees.

Amnesty International
said:

“It could be many months, if not
years, before the situation in Iraq
becomes sufficiently stable and
secure to allow the safe and
dignified return of refugees amid
a respect for all human rights.
“European  government must
realise that there is no quick fix
to such a massive situation of
displacement.

“All parties involved in these
discussions must keep in mind
the ongoing human rights abuses,
including the prevailing
lawlessness and the palpable lack
of protection for civilians”.
Amnesty International is
concerned about forcing Iraqi
refugees to return to a situation
that is unsafe and insecure.
Furthermore, the organisation
warned that the return of Iraqi
exiles that is not phased and co-
ordinates may also hinder

reconstruction efforts.  whole of Iraq to stabilise before
Information reaching the any return, and asked
organisation through its field governments hosting Iraqi
presence in Iraq suggests that the refugees and asylum-seekers to
situation of law and order is not  be patient.

stable.

Amnesty International pointed to
the fact that, even 18 months
after the Bonn Agreement that led
to the establishment of the
interim government in
Afghanistan, the UNHCR has not
yet started promoting the
voluntary repatriation of Afghan
refugees. Meanwhile, minorities
still cannot return to the territory
of Kosovo almost four years after
the military intervention by
NATO.

Amnesty International
said:

“The US and UK occupation
does not in itself guarantee a safe,
dignified and voluntary return of
all displaced people to their
homes.

“Host countries must ensure that
Iragis do not return in
circumstance that would lead to
their internal displacement or that
would result in them being forced
to fled again”.

Security Council resolution 1483
of 22 May 2003 stipulates the
need for safe, orderly and
voluntary repatriation of
displaced Iraqis. The Special
Representative for Iraq of the
UN’s Secretary General, Sergio
Vieira de Mello, stressed last
month  the importance of
allowing the situation in the

Amnesty International does not
oppose a return of rejected
asylum-seekers provided they
have had access to a fair and
satisfactory asylum procedure
and that their return can take
place in safety, dignity and with
full respect for human rights.

Background

On 30 May, the United Nations
High commissioner for Refugees
Rued Lubber met the UK’s Home
Secretary David Blunkett, the
French Minister of the Interior
Nicholas  Sarkozy and the
German Minister of the Interior
Onto Schily in Geneva. David
Blunkett warned that compulsion
could be used this year if other
incentives to return did not work.
Rued Lubber said the UNHCR
would make a clear assessment
on the extent to which return can
be promoted within three to four
weeks. A follow-up meeting is
planned for late June.

Iraq is one of the largest source
countries for refugees in the
world. Up to million Iraqis are
estimated to be living in exile in
addition to nearly one million
displaced persons inside Iraq’s
borders. In 2002 alone, more than
50,000 Iraqi nationals applied for
asylum in industrialised
countries.

Message from Amnesty

International

Message from Amnesty International to a meeting held on 9th
June, by the Iraqi Community Association in memory of the
victims of 35 years reign of Saddam’s terrors.

Since the mid-1970s Amnesty International
has documented grave violations of human
rights in Iraq, sometimes on a massive scale.
The systematic use of torture in Iraqi
prisons, the execution of hundreds of people
each year, the “disappearance” of tens,
possibly hundreds of thousands, the mass
expulsion of thousands of Feily Kurd and
Shi’a Muslim families in the 1980s, the
Anfal Campaign against the Kurds, as well
as other serious human rights violations
against Assyrian, Turkmen, Yezidis, Sunny
Arabs and others, have unfortunately, been
the main focus of the organisation’s work on
Iraq.

Amnesty International believes that victims
of “disappearances” must never be forgotten.
The suffering of the “disappeared” and of
their relatives must be a permanent reminder
to the world that this should not happen
again.

Today, as more and more mass graves are
uncovered throughout the country, Iraqi men
and women are digging the ground with
their bare hands for their loved-ones,
desperately seeking for an answer. These
deeply disturbing pictures have shocked
Amnesty International members around the
world and brought into sharp focus the
personal suffering of the many thousands of

“disappeared” and their relatives. Amnesty
International has campaigned refenthuly on
behalf of all “disappeared” victims with the
help and support of our members across the
world. These members will continue to
campaign and support the right of the
victims’ families to establish the truth.
Relatives of the victims have the right to
know and this is why Amnesty International
has recently called on the Occupying Powers
to do their utmost to preserve forensic and
documental evidence, so that those
responsible  for  torture, extrajudicial
execution and “disappearance” are brought
to justice. The organisation is also calling for
a UN Commission of experts to look
comprehensively at the issue of how best to
ensure justice for “disappearances’ and other
gross human right violations in Iraq.

Many challenges still lay ahead for the Iraqi
people. In the current debate on the future of
Iraq, Amnesty International will be calling
for human rights to have a prominent place
in Iragi society, rights for women, for
children, rights for all. The presence of
human rights monitors is vital at this stage.
Amnesty International will seek to play its
role and will work towards achieving an Iraq
free from torture, execution and other human
rights violations.

Interpreting Services in Health
Sector for People Aged 50+

The Iragi Community Association would like to inform the Iraqi /
Kurdish and Arab speakers of the availability of interpreting services in

the health sector for people aged 50+.

Should you need use of this service, please call a week prior to your
appointment to secure a volunteer to accompany you.

How much you may get
from NASS per week

Free
Internet

at

The Iragi Community centre

At present the allowance paid to eligible NASS

Clients are as in the following:

Single person (aged 18 to 24) £30.28

Single person (over 25) £38.26
Lone parent (over 18) £38.26
Couple (over 18) £60.03
Person (aged under 16) £33.50
Person (aged 16-17) £32.50

Access

* Free training (internet)
* Free Access to internet
* Free email address

» qualified tutor

* Instruction in English or Arabic

Free & Open to all refugees and Asylum seekers residing in the

borough of Hammersmith & Fulham

All welcome, Discover websites exploring Science, Art, Literature,
Education and Job-opportunities
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Home Office: Iraqi Asylum
Seekers and Refugees
Voluntary Return Programme

The Home Office organised a meeting to
consult Iraqi & Kurdish community
organisations on matters related to the
return of Iraqis on the aftermath of
removal of Saddam from power.

Mr Jabbar Hassan, the director of Iraqi
Community Association among 17 other
representatives of Iraqi and Kurdish
organisations was invited to the meeting
which  was also  attended by
representatives from the Foreign &
Commonwealth office, UNHCR, IOM,
Red Cross, Refugee council, Refugee
Action and others, and was chaired by
Mr. Nick Baird from the H.O.

The aim of the meeting was to obtain
feedback from Iraqi community
organisations, before Home Office
planned meeting with the UNHCR in
Geneva. As no comprehensive safety
assessment for returns was yet available.
There was a general agreement that
security was the main key issue in the
decision to return to Iraq, and other
issues like medical care, electricity,
drinking water, housing and other
services were equally vital for the
process of reintegration of the returnees,
which are not available and no where
near minimum requirements, i.e. the two
key stages prior to return were an

acceptable level of security and a
capacity for reception.

It was outlined that the Voluntary Return
will be open to all those with ILR or
ELR status, Mr. Jabbar Hassan also
suggested to the Home Office to allow
the same group to visit Iraq; for a
limited period to explore and assess the
situation by themselves and to return
back to the U.K. without having their
immigration status effected.

Mr. Baird also emphasised that there
will be compulsory return afterward and
will only affect those who had their
asylum application refused and have
exhausted all legal avenues.

Many organisations  stated the
importance of consulting with the
community and keeping them informed
through all the methods available, and
the importance of involving the
companies engaged in the process of
reconstruction by putting pressure on
them to employ Iraqi professionals from
the UK and else-where in Europe, as an
incentive for many to voluntarily return
back.

Nick Baird said that such meetings
would take place on regular basis and
Iraqi organisations will be placed on a
regular mailing list.

IRAQI
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE
241 KING STREET
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON W6 9LP
TEL: 020 8741 5491
FAX: 020 8748 9010

E-mail: iragicommunity @btclick.com
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Celebratién of International
Child Day (1/6/2003)

Hammersmith & Fulham Refugee
Forum Celebrated Refugee Week

on Hammersmith Broadway

Refugee groups from across west
London celebrated Refugee week,
a national event, in downtown
Hammersmith on Friday 20th
June 2003.

Tube passengers passing through
Hammersmith  Broadway on
Friday 20th June had a chance to
find out more from refugee
organisations who were in the
area from Ilam, handing out
leaflets and talking about their
work.

Round the corner at the Emerald
Centre there were activities all
day culminating in an evening of
music and dance. MP lain
Coleman and councillor Dame
Sally addressed the event; along

with Stephens James Renewals
programme manager, Tzeggai
Yohannes Director of Evelyn
Oldfield and Jabbar Hasan
Director of ICA. Afterwards a
crowd from different ethnicity
and cultures were introduced to
an entertaining programme, which
included Romani Rad, gipsy
band, Iraqi folk dancing, Kurdish
song and Somali band.

The event was jointly organised
by Hammersmith and Fulham
Refugee Forum and
Hammersmith and Fulham
council. Mulat Haregot, chairman
of the forum said “our event
shows that refugees from
countries at war can work

together with the council and
others to benefit the whole
community. We have achieved
something in  Hammersmith,
which can and must be repeated
in other parts of the UK. This is
an open invitation to all local
people to come and have a look at
what we are doing.

The Refugee Forum, which was
set up in june 2000, has recently
opened a new office in
Hammersmith Information
Centre, Hammersmith Broadway.
Groups or volunteers interested in
working with refugees can e-mail
the coordinator Mr. Ayar Atta at
hfrefugeeforum@btconnect.com
or call 0208 748 3928.

Our Volunteers are the
lifeblood to the Success
of our Association

Are you 16 to 24 years old? do you have few
hours a week to spare and want to help us to
support our community? Can you commit your
self to work 100h or 200h over a period of year?
Millennium Volunteers Project offers you the
chance to join more than 60 Iraqi Volunteers who
took part into the project. Come and meet new
friends, learn new skills.

The project aims to help our members to remain
active, independent and try to improve their
lives.

You can volunteer to do many tasks at your own
time such as interpretation, office work, running
clubs, visit elderly people, preparing social
events etc.

We provide all our volunteers with the following:
Training, Travel Expenses, Certificates and
Useful References.

Iragi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP e Tel: 020 8741 5491 « Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 802662



