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Forgotten

The sun, the sand, the sea,
People as happy as can be,
The warmth, the love and care,
The sense of belonging everywhere.

Do you know what place this is?
No, of course you don't, it is a country that has been missed,
This country is Iraq, a land forgotten
Where people were sad and life was rotten.

Destroyed by strangers,
Invaded by enemies,
Deceived by friends,

And stolen by thieves.

Demolished and ruined the once beautiful Iraq slowly wore away,
So that no one would speak of it forever, until today,
We held our heads high and stood with strength,
Rebuilding our homeland and achieving great lengths.

An amazing place once again restored,
We have all that we could have hoped for,
Hand in hand, heart to heart,
Nothing on Earth can tear us apart.

Iraq is my country, my love, my home,
Together united, never alone,
Iraq is my home, my love, my country,
Iraq is a land now filled with liberty!
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NASS Applications @ssmﬁ

* Total applications: 17,450, 10 % E e e e o
lower than previous quarter Applications for NASS Support b

=

e The number of new applications (1) in Q4 was 10% lower CQuarter 4 2001 to Quarter 4 2002 goccomnodins
than Q3 (19,470) but was 13% higher than Q4 2001 due to s Wiabniiere el - . N

g M“ | Oud

growth in applications over the year.
* In Q4, 14,920 (85%) applications were from single adults and o ———

2,535 (15%) were from family (1) groups. A a’i
* In 2002, NASS received 71,945 applications for support. This - — )

figure includes any re-applications

* Support type: 60 % -
applied for accommodation and subsistence support -
* In Q4, 10,410 (60%) of applications were for accommodation

and subsistence support (2) , compared with 59% of applicants
in Q3, and 6,370 (37%) of applications were for subsistence
only support. The remaining 3% were cases that were deemed

Jyurvr

plall
e gy

invalid for support or where the application type has not yet Applications for o -

been identified. - NN
HAEE EUDD-DI't Irag 3985 mb UY‘ 4

* Top Ten Nationalities: (4 2001 15475 E:_'I':fl'-:"’ :gig

largest number of applications from Iraq 1 2002 17.540 So - :' . Ao T

* In Q4, applications from Iraqi and Zimbabwean nationals L2 200 17482 r:ﬁmmlnn ! qLﬁ ‘%'ﬁ 9 ‘“m‘ﬁ

increased by 9% and 29% respectively, while applications from Q3 2002 19470 Turksy 695

Somali and Sri Lankan nationals fell by 20% and 45%. There Q4 2002 17.450 Dem Rep cf Conga 410 p PP YOSN PPN

were also fewer applications from Afghanistan, Turkey, ::ﬂ"::: o Yuaoslmia 3:E . )

Pakistan and the Czech Republic. Lt 7060 Eakislan i 355

* 23% of all applications for support in Q4 were made by Iraqi Nov-02 6,240 Other Mationaiities 5,565 BMGX‘ ’ “""] |

nationals, more than twice as many as made by Zimbabwean Dec-02 4,155 Total 17.450

nationals, the next highest nationality.
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The Iragi Community Association deeply
affected by the events and developments
led to war on Iraq

The phones did not stop ringing in our offices since the beginning of the year
receiving calls from fellow Iraqi nationals and the British people.

ICA opens its doors to all Iraqis offering a place for our community to meet and
share their worries, comfort each other and to exchange information.

The association met the needs of the Iraqi community by providing a variety of
services and activities, such as the elderly clubs twice a week in two locations
in London (Hammersmith & Camden) and three days a week of the Women
Health sessions, which has attracted scores of Iraqi women of different walks of
life.

The ICA also created an emergency telephone help-line for 12 hours a day
seven days a week for the duration of the day of war, and dealt with scores of
anxious callers worried about their relatives in Iraq, or from isolated members
of the community looking for comfort and listening ears.

Tens of representatives from the media has approached ICA as a result of the
waging war and ICA was able to meet their demands and facilitated scores of
interviews with newspapers, TV and Radio stations, despite its very limited
resources highlighting the views and the worries of the Iraqi community
towards the war.

Court of Appeal upholds high court
decision on asylum support

On 19th February, the High Court ruled that the Home Office had wrongly
interpreted section 55 of the nationality, Immigration and asylum Act 2002
(NIA Act 2002) in denying food and shelter to six in-country asylum
applicants. The Home Secretary brought an appeal against the ruling, which
was overruled, upholding the decision of the High Court.

Although the provisions of Section 55 still apply (that all applicants must apply
for asylum as soon as reasonably practicable in order to be eligible for support),
this means that the Home Office will be required to radically overhaul its
procedures in relation to section 55, making them more reasonable. Until these
measures are in place, restricted access to NASS screening, (RANS) will be
carried out in line with the original High Court ruling issued by Mr Justice
Collins. This will involve a more in-depth interview and NASS staff will need
to take the advice of lawyers. Those with pending RANS decisions will be
issued with a “holding letter” and admitted into emergency accommodation
where necessary.

Exceptional leave to remain to be replaced

From 1st April 2003, the Home Office will no longer grant exceptional leave to
remain (ELR), but can consider granting either “humanitarian protection” or
“discretionary leave”.

Humanitarian protection will be granted where the Home Office recognises
that there is a real risk of death, torture, or other inhumane or degrading
treatment, which fall outside of the terms of the 1951 Refugee convention.
Those granted humanitarian protection will normally be given leave to remain
for three years, during which time they will have access to mainstream welfare
and be allowed to take up employment in the same way as someone with
refugee status. After this period, their case will be subject to active review. This
may result in an extension of protection, a grant of discretionary leave, a grant
of ILR or, if the need for protection no longer exists, the applicant will be
refused leave, and arrangements made for his/her return. Humanitarian
protection will be incorporated into the immigration Rules.

The Home Office will grant discretionary leave to an applicant who does not
qualify for refugee status or humanitarian protection but cannot be removed.
This might be because they have a serious medical condition making travel or
return dangerous, or because removal would stand breach of the applicant’s
right to “private and family life, home and correspondence” under Article 8 of
the European Convention of Human Right. There may also be other practical or
legal obstacles making removal impossible. Discretionary leave will normally
be granted for a period of three years but, as with humanitarian protection, it
can be granted for shorter periods. For example, when an unaccompanied child
under 18 is refused, a period of discretionary leave would be granted for the
period up until their 18th birthday. Those with discretionary leave will also
have full access to mainstream welfare and employment during the period of
protection. Discretionary leave will be granted on a discretionary basis outside
the immigration Rules.

Ban on postal applications

From 8th February 2003, the Home Office has stopped accepting asylum
application submitted by post. All applicants are now required to apply in
person to facilitate early screening.

Those wishing to apply in-country should present at an Immigration and
Nationality Directorate public enquiry office.
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WHO health briefing on Iraq

Baghdad

The World Health Organization has
received disturbing reports from Baghdad
that the ability of hospitals and hospital
staff to do their work is being severely
curtailed by the lack of civil order in the
city. The Medical City hospital centre is
reported to be running very short of water,
which makes it almost impossible for the
hospital to offer effective medical care to
the people who need it.

WHO is extremely concerned that the
apparent lack of law and order in Baghdad
will have a very serious impact on health
and healthcare in the Iraqi -capital.
Hospital staff are reported to be reluctant
to leave their homes and travel to work.
Surgical and medical supplies from
central warehouses are not getting to
hospitals when their own stocks run out.
There have been no new deliveries of
medicines or medical supplies from
outside the country since before the
conflict began three weeks ago. The city's
already fragile water and electricity
infrastructure is coming under extreme
pressure and standby generators are being
overworked.

The situation for the chronically ill is also
deteriorating. Many people who need
regular medication or hospital treatment

are unable or unwilling to leave their
homes and travel to clinics or hospitals.
Insulin-dependent diabetics, those who
need treatment for cancer, patients with
kidney failure and many others who
depend on medical treatment to keep alive
and well are being deprived of access to
these treatments.

WHO is ready to deliver urgently needed
surgical and medical supplies into
Baghdad. However, this can only be done
once the security situation improves and
once secure delivery can be ensured.
WHO is also working hard to return
international staff to Baghdad and the rest
of Iraq once it is safe to do so.

Outside Baghdad

Once again, WHO draws attention to the
lack of information coming from the rest
of central and southern Iraq. The sporadic
reports that are coming from Basra,
Nasiriya and elsewhere raise some very
serious concerns about civil order and the
state of hospitals and healthcare. It is
vitally important that humanitarian
agencies are able to travel to cities, towns
and villages affected by the conflict in
order to make an assessment of the health
and other needs of the Iraqi people.

Asylum Statistics: 4th Quarter 2002

United Kingdom
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showed the highest monthly level on record
(8,900), but applications fell in November (7,815)

and December (6,670).

* 85,865 applications for asylum in the UK in
2002, 20% more than 2001. Applications to the EU

(excluding Italy) fell by 1% in 2002.

* Including dependants, the number of applicants
was estimated to be 30,100 in Q4 and 110,700 in

2002.

* Largest nationalities: Iraq,
Zimbabwe, Somalia

Asylum applications

received

* The number of applications from Iraqi nationals
increased by 2% from Q3 and remained the highest
applicant nationality for the fourth consecutive
quarter.

¢ Applications from Zimbabweans increased by
almost a third, but fell sharply in December, partly
due to the introduction of visa regimes.
Applications from Jamaicans almost doubled in Q4
from 305 in Q3.

e Applications decreased this quarter from
Afghans, Somalis, Sri Lankans
Applications from Czech Republic fell by 79%
from 620 in Q3 to 130 in Q4.

e The top 5 applicant nationalities in 2002 were
Iraq (14,940), Zimbabwe (7,695), Afghanistan
(7,380), Somalia (6,680) and China (3,735).

e In 2002, Iraqi applications (14,940) more than
doubled, and Zimbabwean applications (7,695)
were more than triple the 2001 level. Falling
significantly in 2002 were applications from Sri
Lankans (-42%), nationals of FRY (-29%) and
Afghans (-18%).

14 2000 20,855
Q1 2001 18,905
Q2 2001 15,895
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PEOPLE FLEE SADDAM'S TERROR BUT
FACE WRETCHED RECEPTION IN THE UK

that the UK
government, working to liberate

It is an irony
the people of Iraq from Saddam's
tyrany, should be giving such a
wretch welcome to many of those
who have fled his terror.

Despite the war on Iraq, Kurdish
area is considered as a safe haven
for deportees, and only the
rejection of bordering countries to
receive asylum seekers to pass
through their territories has
prevented the Home Office from
forcing back those who had their

asylum applications turned down.

The Home Office also announced
that in light of military action in
Iraq, decision-making on asylum
applications from Iraqi nationals
will be suspended, and interviews
will not be arranged and those
already booked will be cancelled.
Iraqi appeals also have been
adjourned for a period of six weeks
after which the situation will be
reassessed.

The Iraqi Community Association
believes that the above-mentioned
and

measures are unjustified

extremely unfair, for the reasons

that even if the event led to the
removal of the present regime in
Iraq which is the only cause for the
mass exodus of Iraqi refugees, it
will not create the safe conditions
for the vast majority to return home
immediately, as many of them have
lost their livelihood by reasons of
displacement or the time or period
taken to reach safety.

The Iraqi Community Association
is calling upon the Home Office
and the British government to
reconsider its decisions and waive
these unfair measures.

Decision - making on
Iragi applications
suspended

The Home Office has announced that
in light of military action in Iraq,
decision-making on asylum
application from Iraqi national will be
suspended. The screening process will
continue and statement of evidence
forms (SEFs) will still be issued and
should be submitted the usual
deadlines. Substantive interviews,
however, will not be arranged and
those already booked will be
cancelled.  Applicants or their
representatives should be informed
where this happens.

Iraqi appeals will also be adjourned
for a period of six weeks, after which
time the situation will be reviewed
and cases either re-listed for the
hearing or adjourned for a further
period. Appellants and representatives
should be notified of adjournments.
This will not affect “safe third
country” cases, which will continue to
be processed.

Iraqi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London Wé 9LP ¢ Tel: 020 8741 5491 * Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 802662




