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INSPIRATION
B Exhibition

Osterley Park House, Jersey Road, Isleworth,

Faisel Laibi Sahi
Haruo Mafuji
Andrea Tierney
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Drugs kill at
least one
person a day

One person dies from drug abuse in
England and Wales every 14 hours,
according to a new Home Office report.
Coroners' courts blamed addiction to
controlled drugs for 622 deaths last
year, compared with 131 in 1988 - an
increase of nearly 500 per cent.

But some estimates put the figure far
higher, suggesting coroners are
reluctant to record drug abuse in
verdicts when there could be an
alternative cause of death.

A study by St George's Hospital
medical school, South London, found
1,519

postmortem examinations in the year to

drugs were blamed in
June 2001. The European Monitoring
Centre for Drugs and drug Addiction
estimated 2,857 people in Britain died
from drug misuse during 1999.

The findings have further inflamed the
row between groups campaigning for a
relaxation of drug laws and those
which say existing ones should be
toughened.

A spokesman for drugs information

said the
underlined the need for a more liberal

group Drugscope study
approach to the treatment of addicts.
"Britain makes up for 39 per cent of all
drugs deaths in Europe. A lot of that is
down to the fact we think more about
punishing addicts than reducing harm".
But Scotland Against Drugs director
Alistair Ramsay say education and
community work were more important.
"In Scotland we are seeing much
smaller increases in drug-related deaths
because we are spending the money on
dealing with the The
Association of Chief Palice Officers

problem".

proposed giving drug addicts treatment
rather than punishment, even in cases
where the addict had robbed to feed
their habit.

The Home Office denied it wanted to
see a similar shift in emphasis but said
it was nearly doubling the money put
into the National Treatment Agency to
wean drug users off their Addictions.

“Metro”

Iraqi Community Association (ICA):

Is a charity registered voluntary
organisation, provides Free, Confidential
and Impartial services to all Iraqi and
Arab communities in London.

ICA aims to promote the well-being of the
Iraqi community, encourages mutual
understanding, and work to bridge gap
between British and Iraqi cultures in order
to ease integration process.

ICA is committed to eliminate
discrimination on the basis of Gendre,
Sexuality, Ethnic origin, Disability and
Social, Religious, and Political
affiliations.

ICA adopts and proactively persues and
promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.

Services:

ICA Offers advice, guidance and
advocacy on the following issues:
e Immigration

(Asylum & Nationality)

* Welfare Benefit

* Housing

* Health Resource Centre

* Volunteering

¢ Children & youth of Special Needs
e Elderly

¢ Iraqi Resources Centre

* Mother Tongue Classes

* Supplementary "A" Level Arabic Classes
* Al-Muntada" Newspaper

* Social & Cultural Activities

How to Contact:

* Drop-in sessions in emergencies
* Appointments

e Telephone

Opening Hours:

Monday, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
& Fridays

10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Thursday - Telephone advice only
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Free
internet

from:
address:
Palingswick House
241 King Street

Free internet access at ICA internet Centre offered for Iraqis, Arabs and
residents of Hammersmith and Fulham.

Thursdays and Fridays of each week :

11:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Hammersmith - London W6 9LP

15
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Aged 16 - 24
Volunteering can be fun and cool

. F

@
@

“We think that you’d be mad not to get involved with
Millennium Volunteers. It sounds like a great way to
help your community and yourself”. Ant & Dec

Build on what you're into

Millennium Volunteers
A UK-wide initiative to encourage support and recognise 16-24 year olds who volunteer their
time for the benefit of others.
Open to all whether you are at school or university, employed or unemployed.
What's it all about? What's in it for me?

* Giving a commitment of
100-200 hours over 12

* Get MV on your CV
* Gain valuable skills and

Months. experience, such as team-
* Building up your skills and working, first aid

talents. * Contribute something to
* Changing the image of your community
volunteering. * Nationally recognized

Award of Excellence
* Have fun
* Free training & trips out
* Personal development &
increased confidence
* Make new friends.

* Connecting with local
issues you care about

* A stepping stone to
learning and employment
* Developing interests and
ideas.

Why?
Do it to help you get a job, build up your experience, do it just for fun or because its im-
portant to you. The choice is yours.
What you do, when you do it, where you do it and whom you do it with is entirely up to you.
You don't need any qualifications and it won't cost you any money.

Interested?

Contact Wided. On 020 8741 5491
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The Fifteenth

The Iragi Community Festival

The Iraqi Community Association is organising a festival to celebrate its 15
years achievements of dedicated services to the Iraqi & Arab community, the
festival will commence on 12th July for duration of 2 weeks, and the programme
will consist of the following:

Date Event Venue Time
Friday Reception By Invitation 7.00 pm
12 July 2002 to

9.00 pm
Saturday End of Schools Party Islington School 11.00 am
13 July 2002 Moorfield Primary to
School 1.00 pm
Bunhill Row
London EC1 8RX
Monday Elderly Fair Camden Club 12 noon
15 July 2002 Castle Haven to
Community Centre 5.00 pm
33 Hawley Street
London NW1 8RU
Tuesday Youth Club Margate 9.30 am
16 July 2002 Day Trip Asseble at the ICA
Thursday Film Show Kufa Gallery 7.00 pm
18 July 2002 Baghdad on - off 26 Westbourn Grove
London W2 SRH
Saturday Concerrt of classical Manilowa Room 7.30 pm
20 July 2002 Iraqi & Arabic Music Polish Cultural Centre to
238-246 King Street 10.30 pm
London W6 ORF
Sunday Family Trip Boumemouth 9.30 am
21 July 2002 Assemble at the ICA
Tuesday Workshop Kufa Gallery 7.00 pm
23 July 2002 Social & psychological 26 Westbouurn Grove to
impact of "Exile" London W2 5RH 10.00
Saturday Social Event Conway Hall 8.00 pm
27 July 2002 Shakir Zwaid, Red Lion Square to
Ashoor and Ziad London WCI1R 4RL Midnight

IRAQI
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE
241 KING STREET
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON W6 9LP
TEL: 020 8741 5491
FAX: 020 8748 9010

YooX (99s) 5905 14 saxl

AGM of the ICA

ICA Management committee started the preparations for the fifteenth AGM
which will be held on the 29th Sept 2002, from, 12 noon till 6 in the evening, at
Manilawa Hall of Polish Cultural Centre. The conference will provide an
opportunity to the community to participate in drawing an action plan for the

coming year.

Driving Licence
Applications

The Government recently responded to a
parlamentary question (House of Lords
2816) about what documents are
acceptable as proof of identity as asylum
seekers and refugees applying for a
provisional driving licence. The answer is
as follows:

"The photocard driving licence is a very
secure document. In line with the
Government's policy of combating identity
fraud and illegal working, the Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) needs
to be assured of the identity of applicants
before driving licenses are issued. The
Home Office has adviced that standard
acknowledgement letter and the National
Asylum Support Service 35 document do

not convey the identity of the holder
securely enough to allow the agency to
accept these papers as sole evidence of
identity.

The Government recognises the problems
faced by those who arrive in this country
without any identity documents. In these
circumstances, DVLA will consider a
combination of a wide range of alternative
documentation and the paper mentioned
above would be acceptable as individual
element in this process. Other examples
might include national identity cards,
Utility bills and bank statements". (Written
Answer, 14 Feb 2002: Column WA163,
at:

www parliament.uk/parliament/services.htm)

ICA’s Eilderly Clubs

The Iraqi Community Association offers
the chance for Iraqi and Arab Elderly
People to meet each Monday at Camden
Town and each Tuesday at Age Concern
Hammersmith from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
Activities: Keep fit, Basic English Course,
Health sessions and Social Games.

A light meal and refreshments are offered
to participants.

Addresses:
* Camden Town Club (Monday)
Castle Haven Community Centre

33 Hawley Road

(Access through Hawley St)
London NW1 8RU

Tel: 0207 485 3386
Nearest Tube Station:
Station

* Hammersmith Club (Tuesday)
Age Concern Hammersmith

105 Greyhound Road

London W6 8NJ

Tel: 0207 386 9085

Nearest Tube Station:
Hammersmith and Barons Court

Camden Town

A Journey to the
City of Windsor

On the occasion of the
International child day.
The Iragi women's in

Britain organised a day

Six Week Drawing Course

ICA’s organised a six week drawing work shop from the
perriod 22/3 - 26/4 for the youth & children of the
community, to introduce the then to the basics of
drawing with water & oil colour, the course was well
attended and well appreciated by the parents, and the
youth & children section is planning a second course.
pending funding off course!

trip to the city of Windsor
on 2nd of June (02.06),
the trip included
enjoyable activities and
symbolic

gifts  were

presented to participating

children.

Iraqi Family Club

A social evening was organised by ICA women sub
committed on 24/5/02, at the family club in West Acton
Community Centre, attended by a number of Iraqi
families of different walks.

It was an enjoyable evening and created an opportunity
for the families to meet. The evening was entertained by
two Iraqi singers Nibras & Firas.

Iraqi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP ¢ Tel: 020 8741 5491 ¢ Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 082662



