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g“;}\/ English Supplement
Act Workshop For Youth

Children and Youth section at I.C.A invite
all the Iraqi and Arab youth aged 16-24, to
participate in our Acting workshops, to
register their names.

The workshops will start on Friday the
15th February 2002, for two months and
will be under the supervision of the prom-
inent Iraqi actor/director Mrs. Ronak
Shawki.

The workshops commence at 6.00p.m. un-
til 8.30p.m. on the following dates:

15/2/2002 first session

1/3/2002 second session

15/3/2002 third session

22/3/2002 fourth session

29/3/2002 fifth session

5/4/2002 sixth session

The workshops will be concluded by a

play.

For more information contact I.C.A. on
020 8741 54 91.

Art Workshop For Youth

The ICA’s Youth and Children section in-
vite the Iraqi and Arab youth aged (16-24)
who has serious interest in painting as a
hobby, to participate in the art workshop.
This project will start in the middle of
February and will be delivered by the
well-known Iraqi artiest Mr. Faisal Laibe.
The workshop commences from 6.00pm
until 8.30pm. On the following dates:
15/02/2002 The First Session

1/03/2002 The Second Session

15/03/2002 The Third Session

22/03/2002 The Forth Session

Part of the workshop will include educa-
tional visits to some of the art attraction
and museums in London.

The ICA will provide equipments and will
arrange an exhibition of artwork for the
young people in July 2002.

To register in the art workshop for young
people please call the ICA on this number:
020 8741 5491

YooY (Sl a8) dolack TV sanll
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Vacancy

Health & Welfare Officer
One Full-Time post

Starting Salary 17.000.00
Job reference: 1/2002

To offer welfare advice and
support to insure improvement
of clients well-being
physically & mentally.

Candidates must demonstrate
experience of community work
in the voluntary or statutory
sector, good knowledge of
welfare (Especially disability
benefits) and NHS systems,
and good command of English
& Arabic (both verbal &
written).

8y ddudig

For further information and
application pack, please
contact:

The Iraqi Community
Association
Palingswick House
241 King Street
Hammersmith
London W6 9LP.

Telephone: 020 8741 5491
Fax: 020 8748 9010

Closing date for receiving
applications is
5 pm - Friday, 8/3/2002.

Post is funded by
the Comic Relief

Science Competition For Youth

Have you thought of exiting invention that
will be useful in our daily life, then here is
your chance.

Register your name with the I.C.A’s Chil-
dren and youth section to enter the science
competition for Iraqis and Arabic youth.
We will provide you with all the materials
and space needed to build and work on

your model.

There will be an exhibition and competi-
tion in July 2002, and the best ideas and
models, will be awarded with valuable
prize.

To enter your name please
phone 020 8745491

Chess tournament for Youth

The I.C.A’s Youth and Children section
will hold a chess tournament for the Iraqi
and Arabic youth age (16-24).

The tournament will start in January 2002,
and the knock out will be once a week
from 6pm until 8.30pm.

If you would like to participate in this
tournament, Please contact the I.C.A on
this number:

020 8741 5491.

There will be valuable prizes for the
winners.

Clinical attachments for refugee doctors

The Arab Medical Association is
establishing a list for consultants
willing to arrange clinical
attachments for refugee doctors.
Fund is available in both London
and Merseyside to assist with

these placements which represent
positive opportunities for overseas
qualified doctors to gain necessary
UK. medical experience. For
details contact Dr. Ismail Jalili on
01780-765-655.

The top ten areas of dispersal allocations

at the end of October 2001 are:

Town/City Allocated
Glasgow 4,960
Birmingham 2,760
Manchester 2,370
Liverpool 1,770
Newcastle 1,650
Sheffield 1,590
Bradford 1,490
Leeds 1,360
Nottingham 1,280
Wolverhampton 1,090

NB: These figures are provisional
and for planning purposes only.

Yarls Wood
Immigration
Detention Centre

Yarls Wood
Immigration Detention
Centre in Clapham,
Bedfordshire, became
operational as of 19
November and began to
take its first detainers
over the course of this
week. Yarls wood has
900 new detention
spaces.

Statistics
Review of 2001

Home Office Divisions

Positive decisions rate as of September 2001; 23,845 Positive decision

rate for january-September 2001:
Ref Status: 8,785

ELR: 15,060

Refusals: 54,135

Top countries given refugee status in January to September 2001.

Afghanistan (87%)
Sierra Leone (82%)
Somalia (56%)

New Asylum applications:
6.380 in January 2001
5.520 in February
5.815 in March

5.000 in April

5.290 in May .. P i
5.300 in June 1 | e
6.125 in July = T R

6.670 in August
6.060 in September
Total so far: 52.155

Top ten refugee producing countries to the UK

Nationality January to September 2000 January to September 2001
Afghanistan 6.815 3.685
Somalia 5.035 3.480
Iraq 4875 4.090
Sri Lanka 4.035 4.255
Turkey 2.850 2.640
Iran 2.655 3.370
FR Yugoslavia 2.215 5.225
Pakistan 1.985 2215
China 1.580 3.360
Former USSR 1.555 3.305
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IRAQI

Are you a victim of
racial harassment?

If you have been attacked, in-
timidated, or insulted because of
your colour, race, ethnicity of na-
tional origin, then you are a vic-
tim of racial harassment. Racial
harassment is a serious criminal
offence and can take many dif-
ferent forms, such as:
Verbal:

Offensive remarks,
jokes or threats;
Name calling or swearing.

comments,

Molestation:

Abusive or obscene telephone
calls or letters;

Dumping or rubbish outside your
home or through your letter box;
Creating persistent noise;
Malicious complaints about you
especially to those in authority;

Physical violence:

Actual grievous bodily harm or
threat of such;

Damaging your home or prop-
erty for example by smashing
windows or doors;

Racist graffiti:
Written or drawn slogans.

Racial harassment is illegal. Peo-
ple who do these sorts of things
can be prosecuted in the courts
Everyone has the right to live
without fear of attack against
themselves or his her home and
property. Authorities such as the
police, local authorities and
school have a duty to protect you
and your family from racial ha-
rassment and to take action
against the attackers. People
who attack others because of
their race can be evicted from
their homes, fined or put in pris-
on.

If you are attacked then you
should contact the police im-
mediately. You can go to the
nearest police station or dial 999
- tell the police that the attack
was racially motivated. You
should also report the incident to
your Landlord. Your local one
stop service, Racial Equality

Council, Citizens Advice Bu-
reau, Law centre, community
centre or refugee group can also
be contacted for help.

There are practical steps that
both the local authority and po-
lice should take to help challenge
harassment and support victims
or racial harassment. They can:

* Arrange for surveillance equip-
ment to be fitted;

e recommend that additional se-
curity measures are fitted by
landlords;

e inform the education de-
partment or school where a child
is being bullied;

e involve social service de-

partments if additional support
and counselling is required.
Remember - any of the above
mentioned organisation can offer
advice. Your local library and
the telephone directory will have
their contact details.
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ICA Consultative Committee
holds its Second Meeting

The Consultative Committee of
the Iragi Community
Association (ICA) held its
second meeting on Sunday
02/12/2001. It discussed the
following reports of:

1) ICA's strategic plan
sub-committee.

2) ICA's constitution
sub-committee.

3) ICA's PR sub-committee.

4) ICA's permanent headquarter

sub-committee.

There was also an overall review
of the work of all committees
and the new changes among the
staff of ICA's Office.

It was agreed to continue the
work to achieve the tasks
assigned to the committees set
up by the Consultative
Committee, and to present the
outcome, to the forthcoming
general meeting of ICA.

Ramadan Social Evening

Celebrating the holy month of Ramadan, and in keeping with
Iraqi traditions, the Social Committee and Women's Committee
of ICA organized a Ramadan Evening. The audience enjoyed a
programme which included Iraqi traditional and folk songs
presented by two women artists, Rou'ya Ghali and Sahira
Hussein. Another item was "Muheabis", a popular game among
Iraqis during Ramadan evenings. Delicious Iraqi food and

sweets were also served.

A talk on "The
Internet and Methods
of Searching for
Information"

The Internet has been a big leap in
the field of communications,
providing an enormous wealth of
information. Despite the huge
increase in the use of the Internet,
getting to the information required
continues to be a difficult task. At
the talk organized by ICA on
6/12/2001. Mr. Saad Hafedth, an
internet technology specialist,
dealt with the "Internet and
Methods of Searching for
Information".

ICA's Eid & New
Year Festival

Celebrating the feast of breaking
the Ramadan Fast, Christmas and
the New Year, the ICA held its
annual social event. The audience
enjoyed the performance of two
Iraqi artists, Shaker Zuwaid and
Yousef, in a warm and friendly
Iraqi environment.
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Home Secretary
Announces New Reform

of Asylum System

The Home Secretary David Blun-
kett announced on 29th October
2001 proposals for a “fundamental
reform of our asylum and im-
migration policy”. The govern-
ment plans to bring in the new leg-
islation early next year. which will
be the fourth major change to the
asylum system in less than a dec-
ade. The new proposals focus on
the aim to streamline support and
increase the tracking of asylum
seekers through the process.

One key change is the abolition of
the voucher system by autumn
2002. In the meantime, asylum
seekers will receive an increased
cash allowance as part of their
voucher allocation. Another differ-
ence is that from the beginning of
next year asylum seekers will be
issued with a smart card to be used
for identification instead of the
current standard Acknowledge-
ment letter (SAL). There are
changes to the appeals process,
which will become more stream-
lined. The government has also
pledged to end the use of detention
in prisons.

The new support system will have
three stages. On arrival, asylum
seekers will go to an induction
centre where they will make an ap-
plication for support and the initial

asylum process will begin. Special
need will also be identified. From
there, people will continue to be
dispersed. From early 2002 some
asylum seekers will be sent to pi-
lot accommodation centres, which
will combine accommodation with
on-site services such as education,
health facilities and legal advice.
Those not in accommodation cen-
tres will be required to keep in
contact with the Home Office for
the length of their claim through a
reporting system. Once people
have a decision on their asylum
claim, the Home Office want to
speed up the process of either in-
tegration or removal.

Although the Refugee Council
welcomes some of the proposals,
such as the abolition of vouchers,
it has serious concerns about how
the new system will be imple-
mented. In particular, it is worried
by how the new accommodation
centres will work in reality. It is
also concerned that the new sup-
port proposals could have implica-
tion for the fairness of the asylum
process.

The government plans to publish a
white paper on changes to the asy-
lum system by the end of the year,
and to propose the new bill by
February or March 2002.
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