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Thank you for your generosity

g eyl 3)lasaw) e lgzsqg

Yes, I am pleased to help Iraqi Children.

| would like to make a donation of:[_]£15 [ ] £30 |:| ESO[ ]£75[ ] £1 EUDESOD other amount £

Pl'.'vi:lb'-l: return O FREE POST RTCE-TKZY-XXX7, Iragi Association, Office C, Morland House, 9 Queensdale Crescent, London W11 4TL

Increase the value of your gift by 25%

the past four vears as Gift Add donations until further notice.

Signed: Date:

If vou are a UK taxpayer, the value of vour gift can be increased by 25% under the Gift Aid scheme at no extra cost
to vou, This means a monthly donation of £10 could be worth an extra £30 a year to us,

D[ am a UK taxpayer and would like o Gift Aid this donation, Please treat all donations | make or have made to Iragi Association for

Your donations are eligible for the scheme if you pay enough income tax and/or capital gains tax o cover the amount of tax that all
charities and community amateur sports clubs you donate 1o will reclaim. Council tax and VAT do not count.

'Method of payment |

I enclose a cheque/postal order made pavable to:
“TragChild®

DUr make vour donation online at
www_jusigiving.com/firagicommunityassociation/Donate

D Or use yvour CAF card online at
www.cafonline.org

jr'ﬂ' aid oF

Registered Charity 1101109
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Having delivered a free, impartial
and highly regarded information
and advice service to our community
since 1987, from 1998 we made
repeated efforts to build the scale of
our service by forging relationships
with our elderly users and concern
organisations.

In 1999 these efforts resulted in
the launch of first elderly project to
provide advice and offer tailor made
activities to help elderly users of our
charity.Ourkeyfundersindeveloping
such project were different bakers,
including the current work with the
City Bridge Trust.

Our work has changed since then,

but we still work hard to provide
lonely or isolated older people with
opportunities to socialise, meet new
companions, and build long lasting
and mutually beneficial friendships
with each other. We are committed
to increasing the independence and
confidence of older people to make
positive changes in their own lives.

Many of our elderly service users
have limited support systems. Lack of
transportation and limited mobility
make even the simplest of tasks —
visiting friends, picking up groceries,
and basic home maintenance — a
hurdle to overcome. Poverty and
illness only compound the challenges
even greater.

These roles can range from
helping out at lunch clubs to slightly
more challenging work in health
areas. We engage volunteers with
elderly people, with training and
supervision. We offer volunteering
opportunities, which gives them the
chance to volunteer in a number of
roles with our charity users, ranging
from becoming a befriender to help
out with elderly.

So whatever your reasons for

getting involved, there are plenty
of opportunities to offer a friendly
ear and some company to elderly
people in our community. We aim
to maintain and improve the quality

Elderly eople

of life and to help them to remain
independent and active within the
community.

This will enable older people to
exchange points of view about their
concerns, and by gaining information
about services, discussing these
services, consulting older people
locally and raising issues and
concerns with relevant professional
bodies. The current work was
developed with the City Bridge
Trust, under 'Older Londoners
programme’, to benefit users of over
75 years, to become less isolated
and have healthier lifestyle. The
project lifetime is three years, it will
empower the elderly members of the
community to improve their lifestyle
and become more independent.

At Iraqi association, we have a list
of more than 200 elderly people of 75
years and over. Iraqi Association is
a non sectarian service provider, we
welcome and help people from all
walks of life.
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The Launch of Iraqi
National Campaign
to Support
Displaced People

On February 21st this
year, Iraqi civil activists and
civil society organisations,
launched the Iraqi National
Campaign to support the
recentdisplaced people,which
aims to address the problems
faced by the families in
Baghdad and other provinces.
& They pointed out in a
press conference, which was held in Baghdad, that
the campaign will include events and solidarity
demonstrations to demand relief and rescue of
thousands of displaced families, where the disease
and lack of sanitations in the camps threatens the
lives of many people, particularly children and sick.

The campaign appeal, signed by parliamentarians,
politicians, and activists, from different political
groups and directions, calling upon all Iraqis,
inside and outside the country, to support and
promote activities and events of solidarity, aimed
at alleviating the suffering of the displaced, and to
provide immediate assistance, as well as that, to
demand an end to the Iraqi authorities slow formal
red tape procedures of resettlement. In addition
to that, to address the restoration of the rights of
displaced people, and to expose the corrupt officials
who are playing with their plights, and to hold them
accountable.

As for the Iraqi Association, our charity has
provided support towards a mobile health clinic
with support from volunteer local health workers. In
Baghdad, our volunteer doctor, Muzahim Mubarak,
said, "Displaced families are in dire need of urgent
medical treatment and must be a priority at the
moment." For more information and how to help,
please contact Jabbar on 020 7023 2650.

Iraq War 12th
Anniversary

As you may have noticed—or rather, not noticed—few
in the media paid any attention to the 12th anniversary of
the Iraq War. But on 10th anniversary there was a good deal
of coverage, which we may not expect for any year that
doesn't end in zero! But still, no coverage or probing or re-
capping at all this year? Why, thousands of lives were lost
just simply statistics? Plus million of refugees and internally
displaced.

The war which had, a few serious consequences and must
be remembered every year. The absence of this seems odd,
and revealing, since the region is destabilized and that the
wave of terror nihilists are murdering and raping women and
children. With continuing ugly sectarian hate killings.

Beside this, hundreds of thousands of Iraqis have lost
their lives. Although the Iraqi despot was toppled, but the
Iraqi political elite nurtured a culture of nepotism with its
sectarian aim, which has produced widespread corruption,
oil revenue robbing and human rights abuses. In March
2003, a US-led ‘Coalition of the Willing’ launched a pre-
emptive intervention against Iraq. Their ambitious project
was to turn Iraq into a liberal democracy, underpinned by
free-market capitalism, its citizens free to live in peace and
prosperity. However, the Iraq war did not go to plan and the
coalition were forced to withdraw all combat troops at the
end of 2011, having failed to deliver on their promise of a
democratic, peaceful and prosperous Iraq.

€ ]

Instead, the country has produced 2.5 million refugees
and over 2 million internally displaced people. Soon after
the invasion, the bloody sectarian killings have started
between Shia and Sunni, now the country is almost run by
its neighbours, mainly Iran.

Iran has advanced its influence in the region since the
overthrow of its arch-enemy Saddam Hussein, and is now
the most influential foreign power in Iraq. The mistakes and

|

W. -

blunders of the coalition was unimaginable, mainly confined
to the lack of post war strategic planning, as well as that,
the refusal of Iraqi political elite to resolve their differences
peacefully in a democratic process.

Today, the Iraqi people faces perhaps its greatest challenge
in the wake of the devastating evil terror of the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
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We Condemn the Smuggling and
Destruction of Iraqi Heritage

ISIS terrorists have engaged in so-called
“cultural cleansing” across Iraq and
other territories occupied by the group,
including the destruction of religious
heritage belonging to Muslim, Christian
and Jewish sects alike. At the same
time, they also participate in the illicit
traffic of artefacts in order to help fund
their evil terrorist acts. The land of Iraq
gave rise to some the oldest societies we
know: the Sumerians, the Akkadians,
the Babylonians, the Assyrians, and the
Parthians, and many others. Traces of all
of these peoples remain in archaeological
sites of the utmost significance. And now
they’re being destroyed by terrorists.

In a statement released by the UN Security
Council, it says that ISIS “must be
defeated” and the “intolerance, violence
and hatred it espouses must be stamped
out,” adding that the ‘““‘continued acts of
barbarism perpetrated by ISIS do not
intimidate them, but rather stiffen their
resolve.” In their statement, the Security
Council similarly condemned the looting
and smuggling of cultural heritage items
from archaeological sites, museums, and

libraries, warning that the illicit trafficking
of such valuable materials was being used
to support and finance groups likes ISIS
and Al-Qaida.

Large statues from the UNESCO world
Heritage site of Hatra, in Mosul, as well as
unique artefacts from the archaeological
sites of the governorate of Nineveh have
been destroyed or defaced in the Mosul
Museum, among many other pieces. The
systematicdestructionoficoniccomponents
of Iraq's rich and diverse heritage that we
have been witnessing over the past months
is a reminder that their sadistic terrorists
evil acts are not only destroying local
history but the world. We believe that the
destruction of cultural heritage is a war
crime according to the Rome statute of the
International Criminal Court.

In Mosul museum, the latest video shows
that ISIS terrorists smashes the statues
with hammers and push them to the
ground, watching them break into tiny
fragments. The footage also shows a man
dressed in black at a nearby archaeological
site, inside Mosul, drilling through and

destroying a winged bull, an Assyrian
protective deity, that dates back to the 7th
century BC.

ISIS terrorists took control of Mosul last
summer in a lightning advance that led
to the eviction of thousands of Christians
and other minorities from their ancestral
homelands in the Nineveh plains, amid
reports of forced conversions. It is the latest
assault in a campaign against coexistence
in Iraq, which has seen the displacement of
many of its Chaldean Christians, who have
lived there with many ethnic minorities
since the religion’s dawn. ISIS terrorists
also starved and enslaved members of the
Yazidi Kurd minority in Iraq.

The artifacts most vulnerable to theft
are those that are the most commercially
desirable. In Iraq, looters target cylinder
seals and tablets with cuneiform writing
because collectors value them. These stolen
artifacts typically end up in New York,
London, or Geneva through a developed
network of illicit trade. The market for
antiquities is huge, and in recent years the
financial value of ancient Mesopotamian
artifacts has increased dramatically. The
largest share of these illicit profits goes to
art dealers. A looter in Iraq receives very
little.

Donny George, the Former Director of
Iraqi National Museum says that “The
looters have had time to organize their
trade network and build up international
clientele. They are powerful and armed.”

The international community must act to
prevent the destruction and looting of the
artefacts. The loss is the loss of the entire
world.

-
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A Snaphot
of Our
Recent Data

During the last three months, starting
1st December 2014 to end of February
2015, our charity assisted 349 clients,
using one-to-one services. This
figure represents 357 female and 657
male clients. The highest borough is
Hammersmith and Fulham users,
which represents 227 of the total
Greater London clients. The second
highest is the London borough of
Ealing of 87, and the outer London is
7+.The breakdown of age range is also
indicated that the highest is between
35-60 age range, which correlates to
477 of total service users for December,
January and February. For category
of enquiries using telephone calls, our
charity has dealt with the total of 519
enquiries.

Let Your Voice
Heard, Vote

are in.

In the run-up to the UK general election on 7 May 2015, we’re
calling on our community members to exercise their rights
and vote. The General Election is rapidly approaching, we
encourage all members to participate in the process, it helps
you navigate the political process before, during, and after
Election Day. The campaign does not advocate for certain
candidates or political parties, but instead seeks to increase
political awareness and build a community of educated and
involved individuals. We are fortunate to live in a country
where we have the right to vote, and by voting have a say in
how our government is run. We encourage you to get vote and
get others to join you in May 2015 UK Parliamentary General
Election. Thousands of our community members of young
and elderly are registered voters, particularly in the greater
London area, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey, Yorkshire,
South Wales and Scotland. Your vote matters, make sure you

Email your CV to: info@iraqiassociation.org

Iraqi Association, Office C. Norland Hse. 9 Queensdale Crescent, London W11 4TL Tel: 02070232650 Fax: 02035130098, Company No. 4684099, Charity No. 1101109 email: info@iragiassociation.org




