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London Iraqi Consulate must work to prevent
bureaucracy from impeding community engagement

Let’s just run through this...

The epidemic of bureaucracy is becoming a
painful and unstoppable disease which is not
only hurting Iraqis here but it is alienating the
community to return home and participate in the
rebuilding process.

During the course of this year, we had many
distressed and often traumatised clients with
paperwork to be recognised and legalised by
Iraqi consulate. It is extraordinary cases of
people which tells a maze of red tapes,
including vulnerable elderly exiles, single men,
married couple, children and single women.
They mainly seek:

- Legalising British birth and marriage
certificates

- New Iraqi passport

- Iraqi pension papers clarification

- Power of Attorney Certificate (general and
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Majority of Iraqis here are
exiles, they sought safety in
this country. They are either
naturalised British Iraqi origin
or have British Home Office

Are you serious, we cannot certify your docwments today and
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permission to stay. However,
because they originally fled

original naturalisation papers,
which the Consulate demands
it. Some of them have
changed their names because
the fear of the previous
regime. Others like Faily
Kurds, who don’t have Iraqi
documents because of the
previous  regime’s  brutal

denial, are all let down by
Iraqi red tapes.

Its beggars believe that Consulate officials
refuse to deal with those British-Iraqis who are
unable to produce original Iraqi naturalisations,
despite the fact that they have British passports
and other British identifications to prove their
Iraqi origin.

The fact is that since its departure three years
ago, a new Iraqi Ambassador has not been
appointed and the post has been vacant sine.

Iraqi community in Britain is the
largest in Europe, they have suffered
enough under the previous regime,
and they don’t deserve this type of
degrading treatment now.

Annually, hundreds of Iraqis return home to
deal with family and business affairs. It’s a
terrible state of affairs that Iraqi consulate are
unable to deal with their legal paper work. For
example, in May this year, Jamal, a British-
Iraqi, wanted to legalise his children’s British
birth certificates, he was told that all his
children and his wife must be present and must
produce original Iraqi naturalisation certificates,
they also must wait three weeks and to pay fees
of £100. We had Eman 46; she is an Iraqi exile,
who has a British Travel document issued by

the British Home Office, and an also has an
Iragi school personal identification. Eman
visited the consulate to obtain a Power of
Attorney Certificate; she was told that she
cannot have it because she is unable to produce
original Iraqi naturalisation...and many more
similar cases.

Bureaucracy gone mad’ no it shouldn’t be. A
fresh method can be considered with to deal
with pressing issues of the community. We are
aware that in Iraq nepotism and bureaucracy
penalise people’s aspiration, which often
produces an illiterate system which leads to
corrupt officials. One of our clients returned to
Iraq to legalise his British marriage certificate,
he was told that ‘external marriages are not
recognised in Iraq and you have broken the law
and therefore you are liable to be arrested’, his
case was referred to the Minister of Justice for
further consideration. What on earth is going
on?

Why is bureaucracy an evil? Because it
inevitably limits personal freedoms, and very
often causes prolonged suffering on a large
scale.

Democracy tries to uphold personal freedoms,
bureaucracy will curtail it and produce more
corruption. We hope to see an improvement in
the Iraqi system here and home. When
corruption is endemic the relationship between
officials and citizens will become one of mutual
contempt.
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London Iraqi Consulate must work to prevent
bureaucracy from impeding community engagement

Let’s just run through this. ..

The epidemic of bureaucracy is becoming a
painful and unstoppable disease which is not
only hurting Iraqis here but it is alienating the
community to return home and participate in the
rebuilding process.

During the course of this year, we had many
distressed and often traumatised clients with
paperwork to be recognised and legalised by
Iraqi consulate. It is extraordinary cases of
people which tells a maze of red tapes,
including vulnerable elderly exiles, single men,
married couple, children and single women.
They mainly seek:

- Legalising British birth and marriage
certificates

- New Iraqi passport

- Iraqi pension papers clarification

- Power of Attorney Certificate (general and
private)

Majority of Iraqis here are
exiles, they sought safety in
this country. They are either
naturalised British Iraqi origin
or have British Home Office

Are you serious, we cannot certify your docwments today and
not even tormorrow. It requires further documents to support
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permission to stay. However,
because they originally fled
Iraq; some don’t have Iraqi
original naturalisation papers,
which the Consulate demands
it. Some of them have
changed their names because
the fear of the previous
regime. Others like Faily
Kurds, who don’t have Iraqi
documents because of the

previous  regime’s  brutal
denial, are all let down by
Iraqi red tapes.

Its beggars believe that Consulate officials
refuse to deal with those British-Iraqis who are
unable to produce original Iraqi naturalisations,
despite the fact that they have British passports
and other British identifications to prove their
Iraqi origin.

The fact is that since its departure three years
ago, a new Iraqi Ambassador has not been
appointed and the post has been vacant sine.

Iraqi community in Britain is the
largest in Europe, they have suffered
enough under the previous regime,
and they don’t deserve this type of
degrading treatment now.

Annually, hundreds of Iraqis return home to
deal with family and business affairs. It’s a
terrible state of affairs that Iraqi consulate are
unable to deal with their legal paper work. For
example, in May this year, Jamal, a British-
Iraqi, wanted to legalise his children’s British
birth certificates, he was told that all his
children and his wife must be present and must
produce original Iraqi naturalisation certificates,
they also must wait three weeks and to pay fees
of £100. We had Eman 46; she is an Iraqi exile,
who has a British Travel document issued by

the British Home Office, and an also has an
Iragi school personal identification. Eman
visited the consulate to obtain a Power of
Attorney Certificate; she was told that she
cannot have it because she is unable to produce
original Iraqi naturalisation...and many more
similar cases.

Bureaucracy gone mad’ no it shouldn’t be. A
fresh method can be considered with to deal
with pressing issues of the community. We are
aware that in Iraq nepotism and bureaucracy
penalise people’s aspiration, which often
produces an illiterate system which leads to
corrupt officials. One of our clients returned to
Iraq to legalise his British marriage certificate,
he was told that ‘external marriages are not
recognised in Iraq and you have broken the law
and therefore you are liable to be arrested’, his
case was referred to the Minister of Justice for
further consideration. What on earth is going
on?

Why is bureaucracy an evil? Because it
inevitably limits personal freedoms, and very
often causes prolonged suffering on a large
scale.

Democracy tries to uphold personal freedoms,
bureaucracy will curtail it and produce more
corruption. We hope to see an improvement in
the Iraqi system here and home. When
corruption is endemic the relationship between
officials and citizens will become one of mutual
contempt.
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