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Proposed cuts
undermines

integration work

The Deparimant for Communities
and Local Govarnmant recently
pulbblishead a deltailed respansa o ha
recommandations made by the
Commission on Integration and
Coheslon, which was chalned by
Darra Singh. [0 Juna 2007, the
Commission on Integration and
Cohesion delivered ils
recommandation o govemmaent.
The Commiassion’s repon Owr Shared Fulure has already
influsnced a range of podicies across the governmant. | has

Hazel Blears MP

Secretary of Stale
for Commaenitos and

Lecal Governmant

changed tha tone and nature of the debate arcund how bast to

bring peopla of diffarent backgrounds togethar in local

communities and ampowar tham to shape the decisions which

affect tham, And many local autharities ane already wsing it to
refresh and imgrove thaeir cohesion stralegies

AL Teansd, (e gowvernment’s response (o Dara Singh's naport,

in linge with his recommendation, suggests that so-called “singla

groups” should not recerve public funds. Tha Department for

Communities and Local Government, publishad a consullaticn

decumeant which has the lollowing key recommendations bo
funders: 1, Coheslon is strongest when people from differam
backgrownds. intaract with each othar. 2. Whare funding is
used lo suppart a single group only i can create barmers 1o
cohesion, 3. Encourages local autharities o consider how
funding can ba betler used to support greater imeraction and

suggests that single groups should anly be funded whan thera

it & deamonsirabla case for daing so.

The Consuliation process s now undensyay, with tha closing
date of 26 May 2008, In the Borcugh of Hammaramith and
Fulhaarmn many minodily elhnic and rafuges groupe are deaply
worried abouwt this proposal, and may lead to the closune of

thair services, The recommandation, not to fund "single groups'

will damage the setbement and integralion process of
refugeas locally and naticnally, Sinca the publication of Dara
Singh™s report, Our Shared Future, a rall of Torums, policies
and proposals were nlroduced by the government, The
concern here is the reports conclusion on funding single
community growps and lack of data and research to backup
this speciiic conclusion. s nalve o digmiss the posithee
contribution of different refuges community groups to the
process of ntegration of their communities. Wa strongly
balieva that settlemant must come first,

The sattlement process resquines a robust integration polices,
backed up by adequate suppon and invelvemant of refeges
and migrant commuity groups. A knee-jerk reaction by the
-ﬂﬂ-\rﬂfﬂl'l"lﬂl'll will nal aasisl ha im&ﬂfﬂﬁﬂﬁ phOCasEs and
community cohesion. This response will also contradicts
govenmaent's own affors of community cohesion and
intagration. Cur experiences and actvities suggests four key
areas whean il comas o ha fakd of I'Hfl.lgH 'l'ltlﬂgl'ﬂﬁﬂr'l and
community cohesion, These ane:

1. Asaist new armivats and encourage them 1o imvolve with the
hest communily

2. The sattiement of refugeas,

3. Recognition and supporting of refuges community groups’
Coninbuion.

4. Accessing local services and lovalvement in mainstream
community lifo,

The inlegration and communily cohesion work was aflen
underiaken in specialist organisations or by workers with
specific responsibilities for working with asylum seskers and
rafugees. There s litte evidence that mainsiream ageancies
can malch the expanences of grass rool communily groups
when it comes to working directly with refugees. Attempds 1o
axplain this wera related to the parceived lack of experence
and expartise by generic workers and suggestions that the
mosl appropdiale way o inlegrabe asylum seskens and
refugees was to provide specialist services,
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Iragi Association Comment
Immigration debate must not go awry

The debate over immigraticn has in recent manths rightly risen to prominence as ona of tha
mast important issues facing this country, The recant report the Economic impact of
fmmigration by House of Lords led o negative and alarmist headlines. Professor Robert
Rowthorn of Cambridge Univarsity says thal new figures from the Office for National Statistics
ara further proof that a mass influx of foreigners is keeping our boys and girls oul of wark, and
keaping them “Meat” (Mot in education, employmant or fraining, ) It is trua thowgh that since
19497, tha numbers of young people who are "Mests” has risen by around one third, But it
would be wrang to lay the blame salaly at the feat of the immigrant and refuges population

Whe encourage meaningful discussion instead of added ammunition (o fear haadlines and
Bigodries, It is trus that volers feel strongly aboul immigration and often Blame it for a range of
ills from drugs to the cost of housing, Some such anxieties arg justified; some are rol. Local
authorities might struggle to cope with an influx of people - schools might find their classes
uraxpecledly bolstersd by children with o command of English, But British people don't nesed
hedp from foreigners (o engage in crime and antisocial behavior. Meanwhile, the xenophobic
headlines fuels public eancarn over immigration, only io promols racist agenda, Fuealing
fension is not new, bebween 1895 and 1909, Armenians arive from the Ottoman empines,
Newspapers predict a “loreign flood” of seven million refugees "swamping” Britain; DH
Lawrance and HG Walls advocate augenics. In facl, nearly bwvo million Britons emigrate
betwean 1871 and 1910 - significantly mone than the number of people arriving. Yel in 1905
the governmen] passes the Alens Acl, placing restriclions on Britain’s borders for the first
timse. WWhile in 1964 race was an alection maue, a Conservative MP is re-elacied in ihe
hidlands thanks o the slogan: "I you want & nigger Tor a neighbour vale Labour.” Labour
comas lo power, and passes the Race Relations Acl. When the globalisation stared o
dominale the warld, the asylum seaking bacame a hol topic for many polilicians and madia
headlimes. Asylum seakers received many hosiile names such as “Bogus” then this has
changed to “Seroungers” fallowead by Sillegal”.

If Britain is 1o be a cohasive sociely, ils cilizens must be able to speak o each olher and shara
the same essential liberal, democratic values. Although immigration is a contentious Isswe bul
realiam should nol e abowt politics of bigotries. Wae nead o have an alficient and propariy
managed immigration syaslem, and should be applied on all neswcomers regardless of thair
nationalities.

The Lords report ignored to take testimonies from the immigraticn stakehcldars in this country,
nedlher grass rool groups nor fronlline agencies which deal with minorily ethnic groups of
immigrants and refugess, These groups offer valuable and essential data and information, Tha
Lords failure o lake estimones contradicts wilh the apirit of commuonily cobasion and
integration. A further economic benalit - ignored by the Lords commitbes repor — hat
frequantly, migrants by their very readiness to take the risk of abandoning thair rools 1o make
a new life, they have shown themselwes lo be ambitious and energetic, and perhaps
entrepraneurs. Therelore, in the absence of valid adequale regular data and quality
informiation, it is wrong 1o predicl and assume conclusions.

The fact remains that, ‘there is no mystery that immigranis go where (here ane jobs,” said
Stephan Castlles, Oxford University's professor of migration and raluges studies. Europe’s
economies need migrants for long-lerm demographic reascns: across the EU ferility s
declining, the indigenous working population is ageing and shrinking, and businesses nead
migranis in order to grow.' The facl is that you canl have economic prospafity swithouwt
migranis. Therae (8 no ather way any country that tries to prevent migration s dooming itself to
a stagnant or declining economy. Since 2004, a large proportion of low wage labour migrants
have coma from Eastern Eurcpe. But significantly. many of themn have no aspiration to
become Brilish, or even to stay In Britain for long. They come, they work, some slay, soma
lmave. This is a new model of migratéon: not as a one-off bid to start a new life, but as a
constant and flukd trade. So the debate is coming o be framed less in terms of a legacy of
empire - people resettling from former colonles - and more about globalisation - people salling
thair labour in 8 global markeiplace whera, at the moment, UK employers are buying. By
extansion, the political argumants have shifted sway from race and towards economics,

Eziled communitias, for instance, Iragis have been coming here since late 1530s. Many of
tham settled with successful businesses and trades, some with kousehold British brand
namas, They fled home country persecution and sought sanctuary. It s naive o dismiss thae
cultural, social and economic coniributions which many Diaspora communitias have mada to
this country. Refuges communities are making a significant contributicn to this country, and
thay treat this country as thedir new homae,

Howeavaer, refugeas are not migrants. What makes refugess differant from olher calegones of
migrants is thair nesd for infermational profection and their right to seek and enjoy protection in
anothar State. The real barmies (o integration and sccial cohesion, imespective of athnicity,
are poverty, lack af social mobility and violent political idealogy.
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A Nation of Refugees!

Iraq has suffered throwgh thres wars in the las) 27 years, The currentl
canflicl led o to five years of sectarian and berrenist violence, and bermble
suffering. Owver bwo million refugees ane in neighbouring couniries, primarily
Syria and Jordan, and more than an additional fwo milkon ara internally
displaced within Irag. As we enter its sixth year, the humaniarian situation
in some parts of the cowntry remains among the most critical in the world,
Iragis need adeguale access o clean waler, sanitation and health care.
Despite limited Improvemenis in secunly in some areas, sectarian and

terrors] ammed violence is siill having a disasirous impact. Civilians continue

bo be killed in the hostikties, The injured often do not receive adequale
maxdical care, Many families inchude people who have been forced by the
canflict to flee their homes, leaving those left Behind with the daily streggle
af trying o maka ends meat. A sustained economic crisis marked by high
unemployment further aggravates their plight.

Meither Jordan nor Syria (8 a signatory of the 1951 UN Conventon on
Refugesas which guaraniees reflugees ceramn righls. Neither government
refers o ihe lragis in their country as “refugees,” bul rather as “guesis, °
dardanian requings IFagis 10 Secuns vigas Ihal need 10 De reneswsd (rom
autside Jordan, and many refugess have overstayed their visas and are
illagally in Jordan. This causes fear of baing deportad, and many are afraid
to vanduwre oul of the housa in which thay live. Syria did not require [ragis to
have visas for entry until recently. Syria is not prepared to host 1. 5 million
refugesas for 10-20 years,

Many of the refugee famikes suffer lemible experiences of violenca, with
family members kidnapped, and or killed. In other cases, they ware direcily
threalened or raped. The amouni of rauma they have expenenced is vast,
and there is a greal need for frauma healing work. The common factor s a
blend of fear, anger, and hopelessness as well as resilence that enables
sunvival. Maost do not expect the siluation in lrag o stabilize for anather e
years, and most want to reseithe alsewhere, This i an wnrealistc dream,
while the workd 15 ignoring tha plight of these people, wary féw countries ang
willing to accept tham. Tragically, they saem consigned (o limbo. Thay ara
on their own, most lving off savings and unable to work legally. Small and
relatively poor countries such as Jordan and Syria can't afford (o pay for
schooling and health care for such a large influx. Many refugees have
overstayed temporary visas and fear expulsion, which makes them afraid o
regisier for the limited intemational aid that 15 available

The other mmporant issue i$ that the childeen of these refugeas ane
bacoming a lost generation, often without schooling or parents, it is just the
kind of envircnmeant that they may ba exploited by astremists.

The nightmare doesn't end hera, neither Jordan nor Syna issues work
permiis o refugees. Almost all employment is thus illegal and this is
allecting all. Many, particularly those in Jordan, are well-educated and hold
universily degrees. Their main concem s recognition as refugeas and the
right te work,

Tha intermational community, incleding UNHCR and other NGOs must
co-ordinate a comprebensive program of assistance, as long as the
refugess are denied work permils enabling them to earmn their living. The
ather Immediate neaed & for authonties in Syria and Jordan to consider
formalizing their papersork, until such lime thal the security situaticn in Irag
improwes, Another ongoing problem is the cost of carning for pecple wilh
chronic diseases like cancer and diabetes, Thowgh Iradgi children in Jordan
and Syria receive free child vaccinations

& year ago, the Iragi government pladged $25 million for Iragi refugeas, but
only 517 million of that has been spent. Iragi govarmmeant must do mone to
healp refugees. The U.5. administration wants international donors to boost
contributions for Iragl refugees, and i3 pushing countries in Europe and the
hiddle East, notably Irag isell, 1o fill an expected S400 million shortfall in
Tunds his year,

This year, UNHCR has msued a regional appeal for 5261 million, but
basides the U5, contribution of S83 milkan, the appeal remaing rgely
unfundad, Whila, 1he European Linion has given up o 120 malion dollans o
i 2007 appeal of LN High Commissioner for Refugees,

Tha LIS, has taken a vary small numbsers of Iragi refugeses, In year 2007,
the adminisiration initially indicated it would accept 7,000 but ulimately ook
only 1,608, Since 15t Oclober 2007, U5, accepled anather 1,876 Iragis.
Ewen translators wiho worked for the U5, Embassy and military, and have
recelved death threats are having an incredibly difficull time oblaining vizas
Tesr the country they risked their Ives (o aid,

Tha Linibed States should be leading an intemational eflor to resolee this
issua, and should be admilling mare refugess. Irag's govemmaent should
usa some its surplus oil revenuas to pay for refuges cara in host countries.
Yel, theve is a wall of silance wihen it comes to aiding Iragi refugaes.
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By the Rivers of Babylon, a book
by Khalid Kishtainy

The author was bom in Baghdad and came to
England, after graduating from the Faculty of Law al
Baghdad University and the Academy of Fine Arts.
Ha haas writlen many books, but i besl known fos
his syndicated newspaper column, which he has
wiritban for owar 18 yaars in a-Sharg al-Awsal, and is
enjoyed throughoul the Arab world and Europs for
its cynicism and analysis. His latest fiction book By
the Rivers of Babylon, is about a heart wrenching
tale of love and lost. He depicts in fictional form an
apisoda of Arab Jewish history which seems to have
bean forgotien. Based on many Intersews with
Israelis of Iragi origin By the Rivers of Babylon is, a
harrowing tale with a love slory al is core. Tha
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By the Rivers of Babylon

Fublication Date: dramatic story, full of details about the life and
28 May 2008 suffering af the Jewish community in Irag, has greal
Hard Cowver: emphasis on the human issues involved, the
208 pages prospect of Arab Jewish understanding and the
Fublishear: niid for paacs bebwean 1Sraal and the Arab stales,
Quartet Books Khalid Kishtainy's abundant humanity and ironic
15B8N- parspactive, howaver, allows th:f readar to
understand ihe conSequencas a shaming
ﬁiﬁ?ﬂ#ﬂ 126z moment in this seemingly endless conflict which faw
£15.00 Plus P&P non-Hclion accounts ewer Manage 1o comaey

Iragi Association
launches Koutaiba
Al-Janabi's book,
Far From Baghdad

Far From
Baghdad

Koutaiba Al-Janabi, film makes and photographer,
was boen in irag and currently lves in the LK,

Hi has bipen awarded for his films, and his pholos
hanve boen published in reputed British pholography
magazines. In late saventies, Koutaiba soughl refuge
in Hungary and later moved to London. Due to
changes of world paolitics he is closely attached to his
barthplace, Baghdad, to his current place of residence,

Far From Baghdad,
London, and to Budapest as well. His work carries the mark a book of photography

of the outgider, the exila, the displaced, both in ks moosd
and its subject. Strong compasitions, an intimacy between
carmira and subject and the use of natural Bght are tha
hallmark of his powerful images.

by Koutaiba Al Janabi
was launched in March
by lragi Association in
Hammersmith and
Fulham. The book is
Koutaiba's pholography has bean exhibiied widely, from a  available at lragi
travelling exhibition in Hungary, the Hungarian Association, price £12
Fhotography Museum, Berlin’s Haus der Kulturen der Weil, plus P&P.

Islinglon BMuseum, Kodak Gallery amangst others in

Landaon, He considers himsell as a pholographer and fitm maker, His short films have
won Several inwands around (e world inchuding the Train, Trangient, Mo Man's Land,
Waslaland and tha Ever Restiess Man, Koutaiba has also worked on several feature
films as Cinematographer, Jivan, the first Iragi Hurdisian fealwe film, Emaotional
Backgammon, John of Diamonds amongst others. He is currently working on his own
debut feature film, sat in Hungary. with the support of the Hungarian Motion Picture
Fumd. Koutaiba lives in Islington, north London wilh his wile, Hanna, and their two
children, Dacud and Algha.

Britain Denies Iraqi Soccer Star Permit
An Iragi fociballer has bean refused a work pamit

to play in the Premier League, Manager Sven-Goran
Ernkszon had hoped to bring Nashal Akram, a star of

Iridg's Agian Cup-winning team, o play for his Manchestes
City side. Bul it appears Akram, 24, cannol come o the
LK bacause of a technicality of the immigration rules

for footballers. To gain a work permit, a player's national
skde must be in the lop 70 of the Fifa rankings and Irag has
only been ranked 71 and 72. It is a tragedy, say Akram's
supparters, partly caussed by the current violence which makes it impossible for Irag to
host intermatisnal games. Manchester City has already lost an appeal agains! ihe Home
Offece: decison, bul hope rémdains afled the lragn government ook up his cause
Midfiglder Akram, who was born in Hilla cily in southemn Ireg. curmently plays for Al-Ain
in the Linited Arab Emirates. Tha Irag national team, which praclices outside the
country, hasn't played a home game in nearly 20 years because of the UN sanction
under the pravicus regime. Keith Vaz MP, said: ®i shall be calling on the home
secratary to review this decision. Here we have someone who wants to come and work
legitimately, a role model for his counlry, whose presence hera can heal divisions in
Irag. Pariament has given ministers the fght 1o exercise their discretion and they
ghould use il, This case sends oul all 1he wWong Messages.” Sven-Ganan Enkeson 1old
said: "This is & big biow and a greal disappointment 1o ws, | have hiege sympathy for
Nashal, He is a very good foolballes with an sxcellent internaltional pedigres, "He has
now refurnad to the Middle East and we will kaap in touch with him. He is somabody
who we will maintain an interast in for the kong term.”
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flandoned to their Fate.

Vielent attack on childhood
is continuing in Irag.
ogether we can provide
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Media Enquiries during the last three
months

Srecial Re - -
Iraq invasion: 5 years on

Jabbar Hasan is director of the regl Associaion, & UK-based chanty thad pro-

mofes the country's diverse culfure. Hare, he gives an lragi's perspective on the

ovenis of the Second Gl War, 22 March 2008 More o
Pl et Crk, RN, COrTYRAa -An VSO -irBG -0 S S 0o alion, aspx

20 March 2008 BBC anline more an:
http:i'news.bbc.co.ukM/hifuk/T303519.5Im

i
e RTINS 56 News 24

MNEWS

News Front Page a8t Updated: Thursday, 20 March 2008, 05:21 GMT
Wwarld B E-mail 0wl o8 rend & Prirtable yergon
vk UK Iraqis wait for silver lining
England i
Marthern Ireland g;cﬂﬂ‘": Heald
Scotand - —
Wi ales
fBusiness Fome 4.5m Iraqis have
Poliics Deen uprooted by the war,
Health, With a trickle making it
Education 1Tom their homeland to
Science/Mature the UK.
Technology

On the fifth anniversary a
the invasion, many Iraqis
living here despair for
their country but some
can see hope for their future.

Entertsnmant
Also In the news

wideo sned dundio

awal warry for family
keft behind in Trag

Iragi Association Featured in the Media

Recently, Iragi Association also featured in the following media:
Hammersmith Gazette, Metro, Al Hurra-Satellite TV, Abu Dubai TV
C4- More 4, Al Hiwar Satellite TV, London Informer, H&F NEWS, the
Independent and the Mirror.

irror
co.uk

Jabbar Hasan Director OF The Iragi Community Association In London

I THIMNK all Iragis were guilty of wishful thinking whan thay deniad the dangear
of sectarian conflict. We have jusi seen an act of terrorism timed and planned
o spin Iraqg into chil war.'

ThirdSector

Charibees oluntary Drganisatiors. | Soci nterproe
[ L volinlary Digani Sicisl Ente

Charities complain of exploitation

The Third Secior reported, (Andy Ricketis, Third Sector, 13 February 2008) that
a large private sector contractor has been asking refugee and asylum
charities to work as its partners without payment. The approach has coma
from A4, which is bidding for Home Office contracts for the Refugee Integration
and Employment Service. The three-year contracts in 12 regions across the UK
are designed to provide help and support to refugees in establishing themselves
in this country, Ade, which already has government contracts finding jobs fior
unemployed people, tokd the refuges growps in an email that it would welcome
their help in supporting service users, it asked “What kind of support do you
think you would be able 1o provide 1o us? A subsequent email made it clear thene
weioulkd b no mongy imdalved, "No payment will be made to youwr arganisation;
this s purely a referral partnership,” it said. Farrukh Husain, direcior of the
Migrants Resource Centre, which was contacted by Ade, said the move was
“gross exploitation of the voluntary secior”. He said: “Ade must think the
valunlary seclor is naive bo simply wish o sign up 10 a relalionship that delivers
littler i raturm for valuntary arganisations and fattens up the profits of Ade.” An
Ade spokeswoman said that if the organisation was subconiracting it would pay
for semrvices. Bul government guidelines about ‘double funding’ prevented the
firm from paying for some services undes the new confracls. Husain responded
that double funding was for front-line organisations to worry about. "I would ba
unethical for us to double count clients, and we do nol.” he said.

Iragi Association services during the 1st. Quarter of 2008
15t Quarter 2008 Iragi Jan. 08 Fob. 08 March 08 Total
Assoclation Clients
Employmeant & Training 28 44 21 93
Welfare Advice 165 142 220 52T
Healthy Lifestyle Advice 45 39 47 134
Family Raunion 15 18 08 42
Immigration Advice 94 Ba Tr 259
Media Enquiries & o7 04 14 25
Case sludies
Telephone Advice & 1F0 143 190 503
Enguiries
Regular Voluntears 1] a7 g 23
Elderly Service 128 120 118 356
Referral From Agencies 32 28 21 a1
Referral To Agencies 4 a9 41 124
Education Guidance 6& 51 44 181

Profile of users are vary in relation to needs, age groups,
genders, locations, stalus and living conditions. This reflects
40% new cliegnts. An increase of 15% for the same period
last year.

Get involved and make a difference
As well as doing something to benefit
people, you could be improving your
employment prospects. Volunteers
wanted in the following areas:

= Research

= Admin

- Elderly Day Centre

= Youth and Family

Email your C.V. To:
infoi@iraglassociation.org

VOLUNTEERS

NERDED

Wired But True

Meanwhile, most of the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) procurement
contracts on refugee integration often grabbed by private sector or
mainstream agencies. Recent bids atiracted many private sector and non-
refuges groups who were rushing against each ather 1o win the funding of
contracts. As mentioned previously, Iragl Association was one of the frontline
groups who had received wired emails from several organisations requesting
us i accept the raferral of thair clients regularly. This is to support thair bids
Lo wan the refuges inlegration and employment serace funding contracts,
Iraql Assoclation s womied about this spooky development in relation fo the
integration programmes. This will dilute the guality of the work, and undercut
the work of refuges communily groups o wn funding o deliver the
satllement seraces, IU's becoming 8 cosy club for sonme argansatons (o beaeal
the drums of refugee integration. Despite the fact thal some of them never
axparianced working with refugees or had refugea clents befora. I's
attractive becauss of i1s funding nature, BLA must senously reconsidar this
ludicrous method of contract awards, A large numbers of the Refuges
Community Organisations (RCOs) have years of experience and
commitment to offer targel-led seiflemant sarvices of their users and
communidy members, bul they were excluded, RCOs offers added value,
commitment and cost effective operation. Naot surprisingly, the gridiock is
hitting other European Refegee Fund programme. During the course of ocur
ressgarch to oblain an information pack, wa sant an amail 10 Procuramiant
manager of Asylum Commercial at BIA. He referred us lo ancther web
lecation https:(fhomeaoffice bravosolution.combdweabilogin_shtml and informed
us ‘Do not confact me direcily™. We weare ‘pleased’ to find that most of the
BlA bads and information packs on reflugees and asylum is now available al
BravoSolution, a privale intermmational e-sourcing company, and a leading
international provider of eSourcing sclutions. The company's mission says
“to genarale valua by supporing its clients in the improvement of thair
procurgment processes through web-based technologies and senaices.”
However, following our registration, we have made several attempis o
abitain a pack on tha latest refuges integration bids but without succass. Il is
not anly hilanows 1o commarcialise the miegralion of refugees in this way,
but the whole concept is designed 1o attract private sector agencies, of
charities with big fundraising inwvestment budgets, This developmeant is wholly
unacceptabla, il would further lead o exclusion of the most vulnarable
groups of people in our society, The whole issue of refugee integration is
becoming &8 spooky markel place. Excluding RCOs will not assist the
saftlamant process. We deal with people and not objacts, it's both immaoral
and urfiical. Refugees ane people who have survived the most appalling
expenances, torture, sectanan violenca, rape and terror, RCOs and other
grass root groups have no choice but to rise up to this challenge.
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