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Post Sangatte Settlement Hurdles

The Sangatta
recaption cantra in
north-east France,
a facility opanad in
September 1959
fo provide food
and shaler io
heamieless
migrants in the

= region. Because

% migrants from tha
cantre frequantly
attempted to
fllegally travel to
thie UK wherns they
weouild claim
asylum, the centre became a source of controversy babween the bwo
countries. It is argued thal negotiations between the two counfries wara
constructad In ways 1o achieve the particular aima of the governmeants af the
LK and France; respactivaly. tha closure of the cantre and the introduction of
tighter asylum policies in the LK,

Cnca the cantre had bean closed 1o new arfivals on 5 Novembaer 2002, the
UMHCR then began interviewing the residents in order to find specific
solutions to thair individual cases. On 2 December, the UK agread (o lake bwo
hundred Afghans from Sangatte who had strong family links in the UK. Thea
LIK also

offerad four-year work visas, not refugee status o nearly ona thousand Iragi
Kurds, France agraad (o lake responsibility for the remaining thres hundned
migranis still in tha reception centra.

The proposal o affer Iregi Kurds work visas did blur the distinction betwean
economic migranis and refugees because many weare indeed fleeing from a
rigirmie with dacumanted human nghts abuses (See Human Righls Walch,
1984}, Monetheless, given the scale of political and public interast in
Sangatte, many peophe had already formed an image of ils residents belons
the UK governmant agreaed to offer some of them work visas. In Britain, they
ware dispersed by the Home Office to different parts of the country, Those
being grantad leave to stay in Britain will be given four-yaar work visas rather
than being granted refugee stalus,

Howewvar, their legal status remains to be uncertain, in Novembar 2007, Iragi
Association, despite ils prudent budget, starled (o deal with more than 300
refarral from othar agencies, and the number is increasing. Thanks to our
stafl and voluntears, The charly began processing their initial paparwork 1o
be sant to the Home Office for furthar consideration for Indefinite Leave to
Ramain,

The recent individual legal test case of Sangatte judicial review proved that
the Home Office must conslder their cases based on the orlginal Sangatte
Agreameant. The situation is far from ideal, they weare originally okl that
support in relation o initial settlemeant needs would be offered such as
learning the language, training, and halp towards employmant opporfunitias.
But of them weare facing hurdles and without any support.

At Iragi Associalion. wa have bean able o assisl with their settlemant needs,
ranging from training and employment queres, Although they are here
legally, bul their needs wers accumulaled because of isolation and lack of
knowledge to access local sanices, majority of them lives in other parts of
the country. and tailor made services ane nol available 10 assist with their
nesads.

What is most disturbing is the way that the UK governmani justified granting
work visas to the lragi Kurds. The justification appears to have been based
on portraying 'burden, precisely because they do not arrive through officially
sancticned channels. The effect of this was to undermine the governmeant's
own asylum system, 50 the needs of the asylum seekers wene subsequent!y
ignored. In this way, the offer of work visas to lragi Kurds from Sangatte es-
santially reated them as an economic resource, bul did ot take inlo Sccownt
their needs as potential refugees who had fled from persecution in lrag pre
2002, Despite this precarious decision, after five years, many of those who
ware granied work visa, live in a terribla limbo.

Iraqi Association Comment

Integration is the Key

When Trevar Phillips, formearly the head of the Commission for Racial
Equality (CRE) and now in charge of the Commission for Equality
and Human Righls, mentioned that Britain was "slaepwalking into
sagragation” ha sparked a major public debate.

Are we "sleapwalking o segregalion™? s mulliculluralism 1o blame
and, if 50, Gan we now pronounce il dead? And how can we halp
communities o integrate to become part af this society?

The recentl report "Owr Shared Fulure®, by the Commission on
Integraticn and Cohesion (CIC), chaired by Darra Singh, even
avoided using the word “mulliculuralism”™, claiming that 1 means
such differant things to different pecple that il i na longer a useful
larm. The commission's repor, Our Shared Future, look the view thal
funding minority groups increases segregation and should becomea
the exception. But this analogy is wrong., Britain is a country
confaining many cultural growps, is obviowsly multicultural. That's
what the word maans. It's a fact, a state of affairs.

Howawer, mulliculiural society is not aboul imposing your way of life
on othars, Oflen sociologists and paliticians have coined the term nod
as anolther way of saying “toderance” or Sintegration”™ but as an
aklternative approach to either. Howeawver, integration is not about the
“mealting pot® theory, just like lhe old American ideal and France.

For exiled communilies, nlegration is aboul successiul seltlement,
including employment, access (o senvices, equal righls and making
posilive confribution towards the host sociely and a sense of
belonging. The settlers must be able lo keaping their cultural
idantities, and to compliment the dominant majority identity of tha
host sociaty.

Chur experiences in the filed demonstrates that the notion of funding
alhnic and reflugeaes groups reinforces segragation is far from truth,
Ewary yaar wa halp mora than 6000 paople with seftlamant neads
and the vision of making a positive contribution to this society. Many
groups like ours, have a responsibllity to build bridges betwean
communities in order to Improve understanding and accaptance.
Many aleo provide valuable local servicas, lailored (o meel the needs
of peaple whom mainstream serices Trequantly Fail.

What is failing us is the lack of rescurces and recogniticn. Wa do not
want to reinvent the wheal, integration is the key to promote and
assist successiul setthemants, By helping exided community groups,
we will build owr saelf-sufficiency and will enable us o take an active
par in civil sociely. Removing support would disadvantage the most
vulnerable and socially eocleded. Yes, we must all promoie
integration, bui we should never apologise for offering suppor 1o
thase who needs it,

Due to the forced nature of thalr migraticn and their experences,
comparned with alher migrani groups, reflugees will offen have specific
needs ihat have to be mal in order 1o suppor their integration, They
will offen be one of he most vulnerable groups in sociely whilé also
baing the mast resilient, It is therefore important that the special
neads of refugees are recognised in integration polickes and practice,
incleding those of specific groups such as women and chilkdran,
withim an owverall policy of mainstreaming.

Ther cdebale offen places the onus on the responsibilities of refugeas
to integrate themselvas. Bul settlemant has a two-way procass which
begins from the day a refugee arrivas, to assisi them o ive in
harmony with the host population of which they form a part. It is
therefore places demands both on receiving societies and on the
individuals and communities concermed. But equally we do not want
to sea ghetios, even prosperous ones. We need o bring down the
cultural barfiers, For example, he sight of sehool playgrounds in
which many races mingle happily withoul apparent consciousness of
race, religion or colour is an ideal, We can brake cullural barriers by
mixing and by losing race consciousnass,
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Returning lraqi Refugees Face Dire Conditions

The latest sign of diminishing viclance in Irag and their desperate conditions
in Syria have led thousands of Iragi refugees (o return home. People will
im@vitably return o their homes when they feel safe, these people ane
joining thousands of other Iragi citizens that have said enough to the
witlencea. Howawver, tha growing number of returning refugees are becoming
a magor challenge for the Iragi governmeant. Iragi Red Crescent is struggling to
cope with demands of relurnees

The crigis is not only the resetilement of relurnees, but the intemally
displaced people, thase who fed sedarian violence or forced out of their
homes are also in facing dire conditions, Although accurale data is not
available to confirm the returnees numbers, but figures which were reporied
by international and local agencies confirms that over 50,000 Iragi rafugess,
mainly from Syria have returned home,

The iragi minister of displacement and migration, Abdul Samad Rahman
Sultan, said in an intérview recanlly thal the growing numbear of raturming
refugees was becoming a major challenge for his ministry, which has nol yet
recaivad money to support them. Sultan, the displacemeant and migration
minister, said his agency has budgeted supplies for internally displaced
peopda — including 1 million shoes, 300,000 blankets and 140,000 mattresses
== but none for refugeas from Syria. He hoped pardiamant would approve a
budgel incleding new funding in the next tao months,

Meanwhile, the Iragi Red Crescent said there were almost 218 million
internally displaced people in Irag as of the end of November 2007, companad
with almost 2.3 million at the end of September. The figure represants
344 236 familias, with 58.7 parcent of tha tolal numbear being children. Ower
4.5 million Iragis have been displaced since 2003, with nearly 2.5 million Iragi
civilians fleeing to neighbouring countries, and over 2 million displaced
internally within Irag.

Despite the marginal impravemant in the sfluation, ke plight of the displaced
remains dire. They are suffering from many senous hardships such as lack of
accommodation and high rentals, inadequate haalth Services, & Brge numbssr
of students hawve beft their studies while many displaced people hawve lost thedr
jobs and i is hard for them to buy food of fuel. The returnees, paricularly
women and chaldren ang increasingly vulnerable, and & sense of frustration,
despair, and abandonment permeates communities of displaced Iragis.

For most Iragi refugees, the trip homsa is just the baginning of their troubles.
Mary refurn o find their homes desiroyed or illed with squatiers, most of
them displaced people themselves. Iragi government lacks ability to cope with
this and it s&as that it's not an urgent pricty. Muna raturmad home from Syria

garly December 2007, four weeks later, Muma is sharimg her uncle’s two-
bedroom apartment wilh har four children, in the onc lortured Baghdad

neighbourhood around Haifa Street. She has vowed not to stay long, but has
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na job and cannot afford an aparment of her own, Her husband, a policeman,

was murdered by lermonists in mid-2006, and her old houwse in southern
Baghdad was destroyved by a truck bomb.

CHhvar contributing factor is the housing crisis, as the sectarian viokanos drvan

thousands of pecple 1o lve in different locations , the movement of people

and abandoned houses and flats of returness are becoming sarious disputes.

A sparady government mechanism does not isls o resole the issue, and
the cwner can move in quickly,

The housing situation in Baghdad resembles a metaphorical activity whera
people are repeatedly and usually poinllessly shuffled among various

lecations, Some displaced people are renting refugess” homes; cthers moved

in secratly or by forca. Stll clhars, like Muna, has nowhere to move back o,
becawse her home has gone and her neghbourtood 15 unsafe, And as
refugess redurn in greater numbers, and find sirangers, especially strangers
from a different sect, living in their homes, securily gains here could be
erased. Yet the American forces in Irag have emphasized repeatedly that
they do not want to get involved in property disputes, and the Iragi
government appears o be ignonng calls from s own ranks 1o step up a
speady appeals process. In the meantime, people will continee to suffars
bapcaieg of ignorancs and corupl politicians

Fear and Insecurity equally deters many returnees 1o register with their
neighbourhood areas for the the government's aid programs. The

govarnment insisl ihal hey should go back 1o their oniginal distric in order to

receive the available food aid.

Thousands of returning refugees face similar uncerainties throughout Irag,
whare the government’s inability (o manage e uneven reverse sxodus has
left the mosat vulnerable in an uneasy, potentially explosive limbo.

This crisis has grave humanitarian implications as well as potential negative

ramifications for regional secunly. It is vital that international and local NGOs,

ingluding UMHCR  and the Iragi government, to engage proactively to deal
with the impacis of Iragi displacemant.

OF these who have Med Irag o neighbauming couniies | vanous repors
frcficade thai many of thermn were from lrag's now decimaled middle class.
Mevmerous inferviews of ragl refugees conducted outside lrag have
raveaied thad gl professionals who fed the cownlry were e leas!
sactanian alemernts in sociaty, and many fled to ezcaps both the ganaral
threal of gectanan wiolence and the specific threal of kidnapmping, which
has becowme a common criminal entarpase conducted by miias and
onganzed gangs. The wiolence and insecunty reswiting from the ongoing
sectaran il and terarsm, i irag hag had o marked impact an chvilian
displacement in differant parts of the cownlrny. Some exparts think that the
Iragy sifeabian cowld well bagin fo oulpace other refuges crises wordwidi,

Most of those mfemally displaced are mowving in with family and frends
wilha v i areas whone ane Sect oversinelmingly prodomrales. Winen his
is nod possible they go to public faciitées, such as schools and faclonas
{soime people ang squaliing in damaged or abandoned propery, sucl as
miasquers) and in much smaler numbers, o camps sel up by the gl Red
Crescant Society or Ministry of Displacemeant and Migration AdoDW).
Repeal-dizgplacemant, which means mowng & second e, oF repeateoly,
most commovdly appiies fo thoze displaced by milfany operations. Daily
bahaviour by those wha are aisplaced or Bving fr fear for their es may
alka vary lo avoid astabilishing any prediclable paftevn: Micro and
mighitime displacemeant maans that & person is fing in his or her home,
byl sieaping elsewhers. Daylight displacement invodves shifling routines,
routes, and activities. And fake displacemeant are those who pretend lo be
displaced and build homes on goverrmean
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Please send your donation or postal order to: IraqChild Appeal, Freepost
MATZ21599 London W6 9BE.
Name

Address

Post Code

Email

You can donate online now using our secure website: www.iragiassociation.org

Charity No. 1107108
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Rafydian Health Trainer Project (RHTP)

The development of this project by Iragi Association, with the support of the local Primary Health 'wmm HE i'i E M £
Care Trust, will provide vital services to reduce health inequalities and improve the wellbeing of LAST CIGARETTE? M T
bocal users of the Iragi community members in the borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, The m.r

project facilitate and sustain behavicur change within diverse and disadvaniaged populations, The
currant profile and significant neads of the target peopda can be described in the following areas:

STUFFLL KILL You! [1

L

17% 3
B inactive lifestyle and poor eating habits LTl :
B Prevalence smoking PRHTP Priorities:
n Early death rates from heart disease, siroke and cancer | 1. Tackling heakth
B Feeling 'in poor health® inequalities
B High number of paople with diabeles 2. Reducing the numbers
B Heavy drinking affecting family life of people who smoke
B High number of CVD sufferers 3. Tackling cbesity

4. Promoting healthy and

L
actve life style amongst
- . older people

'l 5. Hedping children and
young lead healthy

v lives

: 6. Promole walking and
cycling

‘ 7. Reducing harm and

encourage sensible
drinking

B. Raising awaranass on
major diseasas which
affects the community
such as CVD, strokes,
diabeies, cancer, hean
disease and gum disease,

- - . - 4th Quarter 2007 Iragi Association Clients | OCT |nOV DEC Total |
Integration bid conditions is TTt =R Tfaining f OCT.07 R |
ill-conceived ‘Welfare Advice 144 133 205 482
Lrn: Elcrrdg M_Ilr&wahmmhﬂw recently iphgteeld the Healthy Lifestyle Advice 45 42 32 19 |

Sruged Lounc terchir for ProwTSdn o LIl : - |
Integration and Employmeani Servicas in London, the Easl of Family Reunion " 7 4:- £ J
England and the West Midlands. Then the Refugee Council | Immigration Advice 88 78 61 117
subsequently inviled refuges groups to suboontrach Sorme of Media Enquiries & Interviews 4 5 2 11
the wiork.

: Telephone Advice & Enquiries 24 150| 127 110|387
HU“‘E“:‘- this """'“:'mzhm E“Elit:r!ll" ::{nditiu:ns._ among UTdE"" Volunteersim T T 5 19
was a strangea point which comm B8 Qroups Cou .
find dle’n::T.l?l o meesel, A minemum :mu;g-mu?'na of 250,000 | Ed‘“"f Service 120 117 1[“. e
i rﬂqg:a:j' wT-:EfE Was no uﬂamm nen;u_:l tis figure. We | Referral From Agencies 140 110 gg 348 |
considar as ¥ unacceptable condition, : 3 '
Although we have senl our concem to the Council and Rﬂfhm_l TB'AEHMBE 45 42 s 12 !
explained the position thal the financial condition threshold | Education 4 62 32| 128 |
will prevent refuges groups to send the expression of
imerests, bul we had a muted response from the Council

led by

However, we support any integration support fowards the

work of the refuges groups who work tirelessly 0 the field, to El"ﬂﬂ I;i::“un

assist and help their clients directly 1o settie and integrate. une rs
& Tara Jaff

The lack of recogniticn and understanding may weaken this
work, It is naive 1o measune the competency of refugee

e a nraising imestment budget, we ray on comninad | MIESOPOtamian Storytelling Workshops

volunteers and stalf. Every year our Charily deals directly

with more than 6000 people, assist them with setlement and |} aam and listen to the ancient siories of Di : 1€ Feb 08
infegration needs. Mesopotamia and experence the music of the scover J 1 March 08
o harp. Discover the [Herature of Sumer, Assyria and {
The fact is that the available government funds to help | go . - 5 April 08
R . ylon written in the Akkadian language. See the
refugess is 5hnn|:mg further, particularly when it comes to clay tablets of King Ashurbanipal’s library in the ¢5ﬂPﬂtﬂl‘l‘lla 3 May 08
refuges community groups. We hope that fulure government -

integration support programme will also be avalable for the British Museum. Wrile cuneiform signs on wet clay 7 June 08

mn
tablels like the scribas who lived beside the Tigris
redi i :
ugee community groups and Euphrates rivers thousands of years ago blﬂﬂmﬁbu rg 5 July 08

Volunteers Wanted 6 Sept 08
We offer volunteer Saturdays 3.30-5.30 p.m. ::«.—,-13
rtunities Doors open 3.00 p.m. ov
oppo The Poetry Café, 22 Betterton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2

for 314 and 6 months in our Enrclment fees E25 in advance for all nine workshops or £5 for each workshop.
offices in Hammersmith. You Places are limited. To book your place and for more information contact

wi“ bE‘ wﬂrking on dﬂtﬂ End Ligaa Yousef 07946 556587 or email zipangl3@btopenworld.com

i ici Crrganised by the Enheduanna Society (registered educational charity number 1087515} in collaboration
case studies ur_fun:lralsmg with Irag-in-Commeon, New Generation Assyrians, the Iraqi Association, AftRole, the Camden Ceilidh
work. Please email your C.V. to | |storyeling Club. and the British Institute for the Study of Iraq (formerly the British School of Archasology

info@iragiassociation.org it
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